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Established a Linked In Edward Guiliano Global Fellowship group page where alumni can connect and
share  fellowship experiences, network with each other and explore new collaborations. We currently
have 34 members.

Coordinated the design and approval of a new logo for the fellowship. New Edward Guiliano Global
Fellowship branded travel items and paperwork will use the new logo to increase visibility of the
fellowship. 

October 20th: “Meet the Fellows” Workshop: former New York Institute of Technology Edward Guiliano
Global Fellowship recipients from the last two cycles will be invited back to discuss their experience with
interested students. Students will also have the opportunity to learn more about the Fellowship,
brainstorm project ideas and get a head start on the application process. 

Planning a similar “Meet the Fellows” event that will include fellows from Brown, Stonybrook and New York
Institute of Technology in Spring 2023

Edward Guiliano Global Fellowship
 

Since 2014, the Edward Guiliano Global Fellowship program generously awarded 173 New York Institute of
Technology students the opportunity to broaden their perspectives and interact with the larger world

through academic and cultural experiences. Through experiential-based learning outside their community
and comfort zones, students have grown personally and professionally during their fellowships. 

Open to New York Tech students on all campuses, these fellowships encourage students to:
 

Engage in research or artistically expressive, innovative projects around the world
Present original findings or work at conferences and symposiums

Support ideas to produce novel solutions or creative content

 
2021-2022 Snapshot

Despite disruptions in travel from the COVID-19 pandemic, during the 2021-2022 academic year, 12 students
were still able to take advantage of funding provided by the Edward Guiliano Global Fellowship program.
These students came from New York Institute of Technology’s Long Island, New York City, and Vancouver

campuses. The students visited 5 countries on 3 continents.
 

Program Highlights
Spring 2022 brought new staff members to the office of Career Success and Experiential Education,

prompting innovation and change. Most notably, the new team: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Summer/Fall 2021
There were 3 Summer/Fall 2021 Fellowships for a total of $7,080. 
Following are updates from two of those fellows:

 
 

Risa Kiernan
Major: DO Graduate Program
Campus: Long Island

Project Title: 
Project Location: Birmingham, Alabama

Dates: November 8, 2021-November 13, 2021

Project Description:
I traveled to the University of Alabama at Birmingham this past November to work with Dr. Carmen De
Miguel to study renal mechanisms underlying obesity induced hypertension. This project directly
correlated to a project I had been working on under Dr. Sepulveda as part of my Academic Medicine
Scholar research project which studied obesity induced hypertension and its effects on the vasculature.
Both vascular and renal physiology are involved in the pathogenesis underlying hypertension. Therefore,
my research project under Dr. Carmen De Miguel provided another perspective to the underlying
mechanism of obesity induced hypertension. 

While in Alabama, I spent most of each day in the lab performing various experiments using mice urine
samples that I had shipped from Dr. Sepulveda’s lab. These experiments included evaluating urine
protein function, urine osmolality, and urine protein excretion, all of which help us to better understand
how obesity impacts renal function and therefore blood pressure regulation. I also attended Dr. Carmen
De Miguel’s weekly lab meeting and gave a presentation on another project I had been working on with
Dr. Sepulveda that was recently published. Dr. Carmen De Miguel also spent half of one day teaching me
how to isolate kidneys from mice and rats and how to properly cut and section the kidneys for slides
and staining. On one of my last days in Alabama, I attended a PhD dissertation for a PhD candidate from
a neighboring lab. Outside of lab work, I connected with the other lab members, got dinner with them
throughout the week, and took some time to explore Birmingham and the history behind the city.

 



Sedona Young
Major: Communications and Media Production
Campus: New York City
Project Title: Storm Stations
Project Location: Puerto Rico
Dates: June 1 -29, 2021

Project Description: 
Receiving the Edward Guiliano Global Fellowship was extremely life changing and helped me explore
another world I didn’t even know about. I started my trip visiting a past project I completed with NYIT
professors and students. In January 2020, we went to Rios Piedras, Puerto Rico and built a storm station
that would give a community access to electricity from solar panels and would convert rainwater to
drinking water. During Covid-19 the community truly suffered and there was little to no information on
what had happened to the storm station. When I got to the storm station, I photographed the damage,
fixed it and installed a device that would monitor the weather. I also  attended community meetings to
keep communication about the project alive. I attended a Department of Economics meeting, and
spoke about the Storm Station and how we could improve community and economic health together. It
was unlike any other experience I have had before. I stood with confidence and felt like I was
representing a non-profit. After this experience,  I decided to explore other non-profits in Puerto Rico.
My absolute favorite was Casa Pueblo, a non-profit that promotes self efficiency in Puerto Rican
communities so they do not have to be reliant on support from the government or big conglomerates.
Casa Pueblo helped protect one of the largest forests from oil miners which earned them global
environmental awards. The shift from government reliance also resulted in lower crime rates and a
community powered through the use of solar panels. While at the site, I got a private tour and I
interviewed one of the founders. I documented my entire visit with videos and pictures and I am
exploring ways I can use my photographs to increase support of nonprofits like Casa Pueblo. My
ultimate goal is to show people the good in the world, and there are a lot of people committed to doing
good work. A big lesson I learned is that hope is in the present, not the future.  

Photo Gallery from Puerto Rico: https://sedonayoung.pixieset.com/puertorico-1/



Winter/Spring 2022
With travel opportunities being more readily available, 9 students were awarded $31,500 to complete their

fellowships this cycle. Following are updates from several fellows.

Melody Young
Major: DGOSM Graduate, College of Osteopathic Medicine
Campus: Long Island
Project Title: 
Collecting Locomotor Behavioral Data from Three-Toed Sloths
Project Location: Costa Rica
Dates: March 4 – March 16

Project Description: 
Using the funding from the Edward Guiliano Global fellowship, I was able to purchase the videography
equipment necessary to capture each trial for post hoc data analysis, which is necessary to process
important variables such as stride touchdowns and lift offs (when the animal loads their limbs and when they
unload on a substrate), velocity, and joint angles. Myself, Dr. Granatosky, and the two other graduate
students worked together to build experimental apparatuses using whatever was available in the field (thus
why they call this field work), and worked closely with the sloths as they traversed each of our experimental
set ups. A force plate was instrumented into each set up and allowed us to quantify single limb loading
forces and center of mass movement of both their forefeet and hindfeet. As a fun side project, we also
collected some intrinsic grip force data, trying to understand how these suspensory animals indeed generate
the forces necessary to sustain their under-branch suspensory grasping lifestyles. Moving forward, we will be
processing the data we collected and preparing manuscripts for publication. In fact, we are likely to submit
our grip force manuscript later this week! Thank you for the opportunity to visit Costa Rica and experience
such a rich and diverse culture. We stayed at the Sloth Sanctuary of Costa Rica, located on the Caribbean
coast, which was a beautiful mixture of local Costa Rican culture with Caribbean influences. I truly enjoyed
not just the data collection, but just the atmosphere of being in a rainforest environment with warm weather
and even warmer and kinder people. I hope to have the opportunity to represent NYIT once again on future
research trips and bring more fun projects to the forefront of our institution’s news!  



Fatemeh Mohamadi Asli and Anthony Song Lara 
Major: Instructional Design
Campus: Vancouver
Project Location: Lima, Peru
Dates: February 18, 2022 – March 2, 2022
Project Title: 
Instructional Technology Literacy Program for Teachers in Low-Income Communities 

Project Description: 
The “Instructional Technology Literacy Program for Teachers in Low-Income Communities in Lima, Peru”
focused on facilitating teachers to effectively bring technology-based learning into their learning/teaching
programs. Most communities in Peru have not had enough resources to invest in educational technologies,
including green screen equipment. Through the Edward Guiliano Global Fellowship program, we made this
possible and provided communities with everything they need to continue and maximize their learning. We
delivered interactive instructional technology training to teachers in a low-income community in Lima, Peru
to become masters at choosing, using, applying digital learning tools in a K-12 education system with an
outstanding 21-century teaching methodology. We aimed to empower teachers to grow as critical thinkers
who were competent and digitally literate. This was a unique digital literacy plan that sought to address and
rectify the education and information access inequities caused by socio-economic status – exacerbated
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Jenny Paola Quizena Fernandez
Major: Energy Management
Campus: Vancouver
Project Title: 
Carbon Capture CCUS University of Houston
Project Location:  Houston, Texas
Dates: March 21, 2022 - April 6, 2022

Project Description:  
My original plan was to travel to Iceland to visit a Carbon Capture Facility in order to learn from it and do my
future master's research on this topic. As you know plans do not always go as expected, I had to start
thinking about plans B and C. I found 2 important conferences in Houston, but I decided to go to the one
that included a field trip. It was my dream to visit a Carbon Capture Facility. As you may know, most
companies do not allow you on site, and some of them will not let you take pictures on site, due to
confidentiality among the industry. Also most plants need fire proof equipment and protection elements to
be in the plant. I was more than happy with the knowledge, the people, and to showcase my university in
such an important conference and events.



Riya Girish Nerurkar
Major: Architecture
Campus: New York City
Project Title: There is Room for Everyone
Project Location: Maharashtra, India
Dates: May 15, 2022 – May 22, 2022

Project Description: 
My goal was to study the living conditions and the needs of the people living in a chawl system and to
understand the transition of housing through the years and to strike a balance between design and culture.
The main idea of the research is limited to the design aspect and to research the identity which is getting
lost. The world faces a rise in cruelty against its own inhabitants. People flee their home countries due to
various reasons. These people are termed, refugees. They lack a stable shelter and most importantly a sense
of belonging. Back in the 1800's, due to a sudden increase in the population of Bombay due to migration,
there was an urgent need for mass housing. "Chawl" housing typology was invented in order to solve these
issues. Life in chawls is open, social, and communal. It absorbs everyone. The purpose of my project was to
research life in these chawls and a refugee camp based in Mumbai and to document it through photographs
and sketches. Through my research, I drew parallels between how refugee camps can also adapt to the social
and open culture of chawl housing.   

Samiha Azgar
Major: Graduate, School of Health Professions
Campus: Long Island
Project Title: 
The Islamic Perspective of Nutrition in the City of Mecca and Madinah 
Project Location: Saudi Arabia 
Dates: April 28-May 7

Project Description: 
The goal of this project was to explore the Islamic Perspective of Nutrition in the city of Mecca and Madinah. In
Mecca, I learned about food consumption and restrictions according to the Islamic tradition of fasting. In
Madinah, I learned about how the Islamic tradition viewed food as medicine. This project is part 1 of 3 in my
efforts to design nutritional interventions for the Muslim community. This trip provided the base understanding
and lens into a culture, and practice of faith that uses nature and spirituality as a source of healing. Upon
returning from the trip, I presented a workshop on dietary recommendations for women during Ramadan fast.
My future goals with this project are to do a proper nutritional analysis of traditional Islamic medicinal herbs to
explore what properties are beneficial in maternal and child health, followed by a nutrition intervention
program for pre and post-partum health. I hope to do that during my PhD in Human Nutrition this Fall.


