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Letter from the Editor
To the New York Tech Community:

With the semester off to a great start, I am excited to bring you our first, regular edition 
of 2021. Our Welcome Issue was compact, and offered you a glimpse of The Campus 
Slate. For our returning readers, I hope that this issue resonates well, and for any new 
readers, I hope that you enjoy, and continue to read our paper! 

This semester, with the exception of returning Senior Staff Writers Brendan Smoller 
and Mary Roberts, our staff consists of an entirely new team of students. With that 
being said, I am excited to introduce their work to you. For many of them, this was their 

first time writing journalistically, and their ideas and passion for their chosen subjects was remarkable, and their 
pieces came together wonderfully. Their work and dedication over the past few weeks has been greatly appreciated. 

In this issue, you’ll again find a blend of timely topics, relating to our school, nation and world. For those of you who 
are from Long Island, you may find yourself interested in reading Julia Andor’s piece on the systemic segregation that 
has long impacted Long Island communities. And for those of you who are new here, you may be interested in Ravi 
Bera’s piece on ESports at Tech, where you can learn about the program, its history and how to join! 
 
Joining our staff this semester is Clifford Robin Temprosa, who has assumed the role of Communications and Media 
Manager, a position that has been vacant for a while. In a matter of weeks, he has revamped our website for The Slate, 
and will be managing and growing our social media accounts. On the site, you can view our recent editions, so if you 
missed our Welcome Issue, you can take a look at it there. The site is up and running, so pay attention to our social 
media handles for more information! 

The times remain uncertain, but it is my hope that The Slate can provide you with a little peace and comfort. Thank 
you to all of our readers for your continued support, and I hope you enjoy this issue! 

Stay safe and be well, 
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New York Tech kept residential students in suspense this 
summer after announcing that they no longer had permission 
to use the regular student housing location at SUNY Old 
Westbury for the Fall 2020 semester. With no alternative 
location prepared, it wasn’t until August 10, less than one 
month before move-in day, that the school finally sent an 
update that students would be housed at the Hilton Garden 
Inn Roslyn - less than four miles from Tech’s Old Westbury 
campus. While the price was raised for the semester, it came 
with the promise of a mini-fridge, microwave, and coffee 
maker in each room; access to a pool and fitness center; 
dedicated spaces for indoor and outdoor activities; and above 
all: sufficient safety precautions through Hilton’s CleanStay 
program. It sounded like the makings of a real-life Suite Life 
of Zack and Cody - Apocalypse Edition. But how do the 
accommodations measure up? 
     With most students facing a fully-virtual semester, the 
residential population is even lower than the sub-20% the 

BY 

Mary Roberts 

@nyitcareer

@newyorktech_bearbytes

Dean of Students 

@nyit_studentvets

International Education helps international students adjust to college and life
in the U.S. and assists with visa and immigration questions.  Experiential
Education offers all students hands-on experience in their fields of interest
while preparing them for active global citizenship. Get involved in one or all
our programs: Internship Certificate Program, Micro-Internship Program,
Consultants for the Public Good, Service-learning, Pathfinders Program, or our
Community Service Center!

The Office of Military and Veteran Affairs focuses on establishing innovative
programs and services aimed to foster a culture of individual student success,
inclusion, and academic achievement for all military-affiliated students.

Military and Veterans Affairs 

The Office of the Dean of Students provides advocacy and support for all
students. The primary areas of support include health withdrawals, crisis
response, student conduct, behavioral intervention, and need-based grants for
students with emergency needs.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

& 

DEVELOPMENT  

Student Engagement 

The Bear Bytes initiative provides food and other health and wellness
resources and information to all students.

Through effective partnerships and collaborations with students, student
organizations, and campus other college departments, Student Engagement
focuses on creating and promoting campus traditions, celebrating the diversity
of our student body and developing students into leaders.

The Office of Career Services is here to help students find jobs, expand their
professional networks, connect to employers, and advance their careers. 

Bear Bytes 

Career Services

International and Experiential Education

@nytechtoday studentengagementli@nyit.edu

bearbytesli@nyit.edu

deanofstudents@nyit.edu

oie@nyit.edu

cs@nyit.edu

tabrah05@nyit.edu

@nyit.iee
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When parents send their kid off to college, 
the last thing they probably imagine is their 
kid joining a competitive league for video 
games. But for some New York Tech students, 
it’s a big part of their college experience--and 
it may also be playing a positive role in their 
education as well. These students are part of 
the competitive collegiate video gaming world 
known collectively as “Esports.” Esports is a 

form of sports competition using video games. According to 
Newzoo, “Global Esports revenues will grow to $1.1 billion in 
2020, a year-on-year growth of +15.7%, up from $950.6 million 
in 2019.” With the growth of Esports this caught the attention 
of many, especially students. As more competitive video games 
were created, a market for professional players arose. These 
professional players study and practice the game they play in 
order to win competitions. The growth of Esports can be seen 
everywhere, and it can be played by students professionally in 
collegiate leagues. 
     The Esports program at New York Tech was started during 
the Spring of 2017. It grew out of the Game Club, which was 
an already established organization at Tech. Tech students 
who wanted a more competitive experience from their games 
began to organize and register for collegiate tournaments. 

BY 

Ravi Bera 

ESports at New York Tech: What Are 
They and How Can You Get Involved?
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With 15 teams in a span of 10 games ranging from League of 
Legends, Valorant, Overwatch, Hearthstone, and many more, 
the Esports program has established a strong presence at New 
York Tech. After the team’s creation they came up with the 
team name: “Cybears.” 
     “The motivation for bringing Esports to New York Tech 
was to provide a new sense of pride to the people who weren’t 
into traditional sports,” said Elieser Duran, Director of the 
Esports program. “Esports would provide new avenues and 
opportunities to students who wanted to get more out of their 
college education while also playing games competitively. 
Also, Esports would bridge the gap socially for players, 
who being in different majors, wouldn’t have connected 
otherwise.” Esports at New York Tech isn’t just about playing 
video games competitively, as it has also fostered a strong 
sense of community as well. Esports are played by students 
from a variety of majors and academic disciplines in order 
to enjoy the hobby that they all have in common. Although 
Esports is a huge market that generates millions of revenue 
and audience, many still don’t understand its potential. “I 

feel like a lot of parents are in the mindset that Esports is just 
about being a pro player and dedicating hundreds of hours to 
a game, when in actuality Esports is so much more than that,” 
Duran said. “The industry is booming right now and there are 
many opportunities for your child to get in doing things that 
they enjoy doing. Like if they’re interested in art or graphics, 
there is a demand for designers in Esports organizations. Or 
if they are of more of the organizational type, they can be in 
production or even team management.” 

     Another plus to the Esports team is the 
competitive nature and the bonds that players 
have with their teammates. “The first time I had 
a professional Esports match I remember the 

feeling of exhilaration that filled the room. It 
wasn’t just because I was playing a game for the 
school - it was because I had teammates who 
I’d practiced with for weeks next to me ready to 
compete for a win. I’m sure this is nothing new to 
those who participate in their own competitions, 
but it was the first time I’d experienced it first-
hand. The feeling of comradery is on. I won’t 
forget it,” said Steven DiResta, captain of Smash 
Bros Team B. Not only does the New York Tech 
Esports team focus on playing video games in 
collegiate tournaments, but they also host charity 
events like Relay for Life that’s coming up in 
April, and community events such as movie night 
and gaming nights on the Tech Esports discord 
server. 
     Esports are a great way for students to get 
involved, meet and build relationships with peers, 
and grow intellectually. If you are interested in 
being a part of New York Tech Esports, join the 
Esports team discord server, NYIT_Esports, and 
message Eliser Duran.
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Now that it’s been almost a full year since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, you’ve 
probably gotten used to life online. Last semester, 
you may have even gotten a bittersweet taste 
of life before quarantine with an in-person lab 
or class for the first half of fall. But with New 
York still experiencing over 8,000 new cases 
per day, and other states not that far behind, 
plenty of students are still weary of gathering 
in a classroom. The New York Times reported 
that as of October, Freshman enrollment at 
universities across the country is down 16% 
from last year. That same month, NEPC’s 2020 
Higher Education Flash Poll reported that 67% 
of higher education leaders considered loss of 
revenue from tuition and housing to be their two 
largest challenges. Desperate to keep students 
enrolling at a time where more and more high 
school seniors and current undergraduates are 

considering gap years, New York Tech and other universities 
across the country are offering compromises to balance the 
safety of online learning with the more social and interactive 
experience of traditional in-person learning. 
     All of us have experienced at least one professor who spends 
half the class time trying to figure out how screen sharing 
works or why their microphone isn’t working. The hurdles 
have been just as frustrating on their side of the screen. After 
almost a year of online lecturing, some of the professors 
who are finally starting to get a grip on the use of Zoom are 
immediately being faced with a new challenge: keep offering 

the restructured class online, but do it while conducting a safe, 
socially distanced version of your regular face-to-face format. 
If you’re reading this after March 1, you may have started a 
class or two on our much different looking campus. Chairs are 
sparse with socially distanced stickers underneath, previously 
bustling classrooms are now eerily silent, and depending on 
your class, you may see cameras for you to smile at in the 
room. It’s not picture day, these are the work-arounds that 
come with splitting your class in half.
     Professor Steven Giordano had one of the more convoluted 
jobs of converting his class to a virtual format for his 
Electronic Circuits Laboratory these past few semesters. 
When commenting on how he made the switch, he stated “I 
still consider myself a relative ‘beginner’ at online teaching. 
Having taught lecture and lab classes for almost 30 years at 
New York Tech, I was very comfortable teaching in-person. It 
can get a bit hectic trying to run around in my electronics lab 
making sure everyone understands what they are doing, but 
I’ve had plenty of time to learn the most common mistakes 
and misunderstandings to watch out for. Teaching lab classes 
online is a whole different ball game.... In general, online 
teaching can be difficult for older instructors, but I discovered 
that I could count on my kind, helpful and extremely computer 
savvy students to tell me which buttons I need to press on 

BY 

Mary Roberts

The Pandemic 
Professors
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Zoom.” For most of his teaching career at Tech, he said “my 
job involves simplifying the use of the very sophisticated 
Tektronix Oscilloscopes and other equipment.” None of that 
was available to students after switching online, so last spring 
and this past fall he had to make the course work without 
any of that. This semester he finally has equipment to send 
to students working online, but says “the equipment we send 
to students is simpler, this will be my first semester using 
it for experiments and I’m looking forward to adapting my 
teaching”.  
     But while he adapts to the online format, he also has to 
prepare to safely use a physical classroom after March 1 for 
students who opt to join face-to-face. He was faced with the 
same predicament last semester. “Last semester began with 
half the class opting to come in-person and the rest online. 
Many of my colleagues are comfortable teaching both in-
person and online students simultaneously, something I 
found completely impossible.” The professor felt the quality 
of his instruction would suffer if he spent the class time 
split between the two groups, so he opted out of a hybrid 
combination entirely. “I made a separate time for each group 
in order to give as much attention as possible to the specific 
tasks and different equipment being used,” he said. But he 
says that he’s not upset about doubling his teaching workload 
this way. “Teaching online and in-person groups separately 
definitely takes more time, but for me it was the only way to 
do it properly. I found that teaching one group sometimes 
got me better prepared for the other group, so I didn’t mind 
having to teach extra hours.”
     Professor Anna Silverstein will be offering her Calculus III 
and Linear Algebra courses in a hybrid format this semester. 
When talking about her transition to Zoom classes, she said, 
“The transition was bumpy, with problems ranging from 
computer crashes to audio problems to adjusting to a small 
screen for long math problems. Of course the biggest issue was 

class participation. I think I handled things well. 
I keep very careful track of the names of students 
who answer my questions or who offer helpful 
questions or corrections. I have also learned 
to stop and wait; sometimes someone who is 
hesitant will not come forward right away (but 
the wait is worth it). I frequently have correct 
answers repeated so everyone can hear. It always 
sounds better coming from a student!” Luckily, 
she also said she had a lot of support from her 
department and the Academic Computing Labs 
(ACL).
     Unlike Giordano, Silverstein was fully online 
last semester aside from a few in-person exams, 
so the transition to the hybrid model will be 
new for her. “The big challenge I anticipate 
is communicating with those on Zoom while 
teaching in-person. I hope to get training on this 
before March 1.” Many professors throughout 
the US have been worried about going back to 
school while the virus is still a risk, but Professor 
Silverstein feels confident about safety coming 
back to campus, “We will have to observe 
social distancing, masks, etc. I feel New York 
Tech’s precautions are probably above average.” 
Overall she says, “I am super excited about 
being in-person with my classes and enjoying 
the connection with them as people. I feel the 
students will have a much better experience if 
they attend in person and hope that most do.”
     While we’re not in the clear yet, the world 
situation is consistently improving, bringing 
us closer and closer to our hopes for the old 
normal. Until then, we bring as much of the 
experience back as we can. For some, that 
means stepping back into the classroom. For 
those who choose to stay home, hopefully you 
can use as many resources for home learning as 
possible. For his students, Giordano added, “I 
have noticed that many of my students have a 
genuine interest in electronics outside of school, 
and I want to encourage that as much as possible. 
Even something as simple as assembling a kit 
is a great start. Collaborating with others on 
projects is great too.” While not everyone is in the 
electronics department, his final point resonates 
for everyone: “The point is that what you do 
outside of school is every bit as important as what 
you do inside.” That applies to both learning and 
safety. So if you do find yourself back on campus, 
do yourself and everyone a favor: wear your 
masks, keep your distance, and wash your hands. 
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Not every college student has the blessing of 
a standard life at home, where you may go to 
school, have a job, or have plenty of free time 
to do what you please. For the past five years, I 
have had the responsibility to work as my older 
brother Alfredo’s caregiver. Alfredo was born 
with Cerebral Palsy, a condition marked by 
impaired muscle coordination (spastic paralysis) 
and/or other disabilities, typically caused by 
damage to the brain before or at birth. 
     Alfredo was born into a wheelchair, as he 
cannot walk, he cannot stand and he cannot 
move a muscle. This means he needs assistance 
with all of his day to day needs. He was put on a 
wheelchair because when he was born because 
he was short on oxygen. Some people might 
consider this a tragic circumstance. Here we are, 
an immigrant family, working hard to make a life 
for ourselves in the United States, and one of the 
children is profoundly disabled. 
     Well, I don’t see Alfredo that way—and 
neither does my family. 

I consider it a blessing to 
have him next to me alive. 
I am sure it was a challenge for my family when 
he was born, but my parents see it as a blessing as 
well. To their credit, my father and mother have 
treated my brother just like me—meaning, like a 

regular person. And in a lot of ways he is: He’s funny and he’s 
got his own website. I love conversing with him (he talks very 
slowly because of his CP, but the more you talk to him; the 
easier it is easier to understand him).
     That said, my brother is special, in ways that have nothing 
to do with a wheelchair. Yes, he is my inspiration, but I also 
admire him because he is so smart. He can’t walk, but I can 
guarantee you he is smarter than most people you know. He 
is always on top of everything, and has a very good sense of 
hearing. For example we live in a small apartment, so we have 
to be safe around him because he tends to hear everything 
around the house, without you knowing (it is kind of funny, we 
joke with him by calling him nosey). His favorite activity is to 
watch Netflix, and he enjoys shows like The Black List, Money 
Heist and Riverdale. He also likes to play with the dog, we have 
a Boston Terrier named Lulu. Growing up with him has been 
a fun ride, and just made me think a lot. Back in my home in 
El Salvador, I would always see my dad carry him everywhere 
and it didn’t look easy. For example, we would come home 
late from parties, and my dad would carry him up the stairs 
then to put him to bed. Then, I would always see different aids 
around the house that my dad hired to help him out when he 
was working. Also his aid would take him to school, and I built 
good relationships with them. I remember growing up next to 
him, that we would go out and people would just stare at him. 
They would stare at him, like “Who is this kid? What’s wrong 
with him?” I’d get a little annoyed. “Why are they staring?” I’d 
ask my dad. “Ignore it,” my dad would respond. 
     Even today, some individuals have never seen kids with 
cerebral palsy, so they tend to get surprised. Alfredo has been 
attending school normally, and is currently in college as well. 
This is my biggest encouragement to get up on a regular day. 
Before Covid, I would see my brother wake up early, and go to 
school with his aid. His college, the New York City College of 
Technology, is an hour away, so that was a big sacrifice. Then 
seeing him do homework really motivates me. I say to myself, 

BY 

Marcelo Montes

From right to left: Marcelo, his dad 
Raul, Alfredo, and two younger 
brothers, Sebastian and Diego.

What It’s Like
to Be a Full 

Time Student 
and Aid for My 

Brother with 
Cerebral Palsy
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“If he can go to school, everyone in this world can. There are 
no excuses for anything.” 
     Some would consider my assistance of Alfredo a job. I 
do get paid for it, but to be honest, because even if I wasn’t 
receiving a salary to work with him, I would still help him. 
Hey, he’s my brother, and I will help him as long as he needs 
me. I feel privileged that life has given me this chance. I have 
friends who work at regular jobs, and comparing my job to the 
jobs they do, I can honestly say that I am gaining more from 
this experience than they are from their jobs, even though 
their lives may seem easier or more normal. 
     Of course, I’ve had those kinds of jobs as well. My first 
job was a busboy at La P’tite Framboise, a restaurant in Port 
Washington, when I was in high school. My dad would 
always tell me, “you know, Marcelo, you could get paid to take 
care of Alfredo,” but I never paid attention to what he was 
saying. I was too lazy to go to the aid company and fill out 
the application. Besides, being a busy boy wasn’t so bad—I 
got pretty good tips! So one day, he forced me to go, and told 
me how big of an opportunity it is. I was very nervous at first, 
because I would always help him a little bit. I would always 
feed him at times, but never did everything for him. I was 
hired to work certain days after school, and honestly my dad 
was right. I was getting paid a lot more, and actually working 
on the books. 
     I’ll tell you one thing a lot of Americans might not realize: 
It’s amazing how this nation supports kids like Alfredo. Not 
just by providing jobs, but also showing how important these 
kids are. And they do this by giving out a lot of help. Every 
week, Alfredo gets sent weekly diapers, cleaning pads, and 
baby wipes. 
    So what does my job consist of, you might wonder at this 
point? I’ll spell it out for you. Aflredo can’t move at all, so I 
have to completely aid him in everything. Starting from a 
shower, changing his diaper, feeding him, stretching him, 
entertaining him, talking to him, and connecting him to 
his computer device. I also have to pick him up everytime 
he needs to get in and out of his wheelchair—and that’s not 
always easy! But it’s worth it and not just because of the 
money. As I said before, I would do this for nothing. But the 
rewards from this job are way more than money or benefits. 
Working with him has made me a very independent person, 
and I simply just see life differently. My brother is one of 
the many living with this condition and proving that he is 
fully capable of living life to the fullest even though he has a 
disability.
     He makes me realize we are all blessed, and we should not 
complain at times. Imagine someone telling you that you can’t 
walk the rest of your life? Alfredo knows he can’t walk, yet is 
always smiling. He is always smiling due to my family and I 
treating him just like one of us. We call him the angel of the 
house, because he is what keeps us together.

“Having my brother as my aid is a beautiful thing 

because we spend a lot of time together and know 

a lot about each other,” Alfredo said. “It makes me 

feel more comfortable having him as my caregiver, 

as opposed to a stranger.” Alfredo and Marcelo have 

always had the best relationship from growing up 

together.

     Alfredo also said, “My brother knows what I need 

all of the time, and that is why I am healthier, and I 

don’t get sick often as before when I had someone 

else who did not care about me properly. He is 

always asking me if I am okay, and that makes me 

feel more loved. The best thing that I like about my 

brother is that he is always happy and does not give 

me a bad attitude when I ask him for anything.” 

     In the United States, there are more than 200,000 

cases of cerebral palsy every year. Alfredo is one 

of the many living with this condition and proving 

that he is fully capable of living life to the fullest 

even though he has a disability. Everyone should 

appreciate what they have, and help others. You 

never know what an individual is going through, so 

simply enjoy life day by day. Life’s too short to be 

judging others, and to complain. In this world we are 

all the same, and will end up in the same place.

An 
Interview 

with Alfredo
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Women represent half of the world’s population 
and, therefore, are society’s potential. Gender 
equality is not only a human right, but is 
essential to achieving a harmonious society. It 
is important that women feel empowered to 
promote productivity and growth. It has been a 
long time coming for women to feel comfortable 
in their own skin. Have you ever wondered how 
you can feel empowered as a person, through a 
feminist perspective? 
     Take on the World, strives to create an 
emotional, empowering experience that will 
promote gender equality through a feminist 

approach. It is important to think about your view on gender 
equality. The logistics, organization and structure of this 
retreat emphasize this societal desire. 
     During the duration of this retreat, you will find your 
individuality through a feminine escape, defy societal and /
cultural standards, feel empowered and lastly self reflect. 
The retreat consists of three days; Day 1: Educate, Day 
2: Empower, and Day 3: Electrify. Each day, the retreat’s 
itinerary will change. On the day of education, you will be 
taken through a series of media in which you choose the 
order. The media include programs such as; books, music, 
artifacts, podcasts, etc. Again, this retreat is through the female 
perspective, therefore, all of these platforms are women based. 
This doesn’t mean that men cannot attend, it’s for both genders 
to appreciate gender equality from a perspective they may not 
have seen before. On the day of empowerment, you will self 
reflect on yourself, learn to be comfortable with who you are 
and view not just yourself but others at their most purest form. 
This day consists of lessons in body positivity, self defense, 

BY 

Giovanna Fiorello

Take on the World: 
An Empowering Retreat
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and exercise. During the last day, electrify, you will reflect on 
your experience. You will convey your self reflection to the 
others that attended with you or create a video. With the last 
day being so open, you may feel nervous to speak on your 
findings, but after this journey you should feel more confident 
than ever to conquer that “stage.”
     This retreat was inspired through valuable sources 
to enhance the retreat. The three sources are as follows; 
Lightning, Lipstick and Lilies. These sources direct the 
format of the retreat as well as the feelings the user should 
experience.
     Lightning, is an electrical exertion caused by imbalances 
between a storm cloud and the ground, Lightning is extremely 
hot, which causes the surrounding air to rapidly expand 
and vibrate. Not only is a lightning bolt beautiful but it is 
very dangerous. There is a connection between lightning 
and feminism  through three relationships; Power, force and 
energy. Power is the act of moving or traveling with great 
speed or force. A feminist is someone who strongly believes 
in the equality of women. Typically, power is understood 
from the position of someone who is socially dominant. The 
feminist task is to reconceptualize power from a specific 
standpoint. Women are finally penetrating different fields they 
may have never explored if it wasn’t for feminist movements. 
It is with great force and prosperity that women are infiltrating 
larger roles than ever before. When lightning strikes the 
ground, it is done with force and joules of energy. Like 
women, the energy that is given off when fighting for what 
they believe in, equality, is forceful, just like lightning. 
     Lipstick, the stereotypical enigma. Lipstick represents the 
ideas of stereotypes, mannerisms and provocativeness that 
are prominent in female culture. Originally, lipstick was used 
to show social status rather than gender. Women would wear 
lipstick to make themselves more noticeable and attractive. 
Since lips are considered a sensual part of the body, lipstick 

draws more attention to it. Makeup derives this 
idea of conformity vs. individuality, meaning 
are you doing it for you, or are you doing it to 
conform to society’s standards? This is something 
that women today are constantly battling, the 
idea of being discriminated against for their 
appearance. With this being said, women should 
feel comfortable in your own skin.
     Lastly, there are lilies. This elegant flower 
represents rebirth, purity and envy. Not only 
are the symbolisms of this flower extremely 
valuable to this retreat, but Japan is known for 
being the “Country of Lilies.” It was important 
to incorporate home soil to this project so that 
natives feel a connection to the retreat and can 
appreciate its delicacy. In a way, this retreat is 
rejuvenating a part of your soul by opening your 

mind to a worldwide sensitive subject. 
     Being gender equality driven and taking 
immense pride in something so delicate in 
today’s society is extremely nerve racking. The 
construction of this retreat has shown the faults 
in our society and provides hope that one day 
it’s more than just ideas like this project that 
encourage people to look at gender equality with 
deeper emotion. It is projects like these that speak 
on societal issues and show how design can break 
these “standards.” With that being said, at the end 
of this gender equality retreat, visitors should feel 
enlightened and rejuvenated on gender equality. 
They should look at people for who they are and 
not how they identify.
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This past summer, racial tensions reached a 
notable high following the murder of George 
Floyd by the Minneapolis Police Department. 
A series of protests and riots erupted in 
response, and The Black Lives Matter Movement 
reached new levels of prominence. Questions 
about whether or not America is racist arouse 
constantly during the 2020 Presidential Election. 
While many agreed and many disagreed, the 
ongoing argument was epitomized by the release 
of the 1776 Report.
     The 1776 Report is the published findings 
of an advisory committee established by 
President Trump to support what he called 
“patriotic education.” The commission was 
conceived partly as a response to The New York 
Times’ 1619 Project. The 1619 Project aimed 
to reframe the country’s history by placing the 
consequences of slavery and the contributions of 
Black Americans as the backbone of America’s 
narrative. The Project proposes that the arrival 
of the first African slaves in the colonies should 
be considered the moment America was truly 
born, rather than the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. The 1776 Report seeks to 
refute this claim and reaffirm 1776, the year the 
Declaration of Independence was signed, as the 
birth of the nation by disputing the “radicalized 
view of American history that vilified (the 
United States’) founders and (its) founding.”
     The media had a field day with the 1776 
Report. Conservative outlets praised it as a work 

of patriotism while progressive outlets criticized its attempt to 
erase the truth of Black American history. These critiques were 
amplified by the fact that the reports’s writing staff did not 
have a historian that specialized in U.S. history. All in all, the 
1776 Report was widely reported to be illegitimate and racist. 
     Given the narrative that built up around it, the 1776 Report 
is surprisingly agreeable. Every point made in the piece is 
structured to highlight the benefits of the Declaration of 
Independence. It takes the statement “that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness,” as implicit. These are fairly easy ideas to 
get behind.
     However the tone of the report drastically changes once 
you reach Part IV: Challenges to America’s Principles. This 
section discusses the history of “movements that reject the 
fundamental truths of the Declaration of Independence and 
seek to destroy our constitutional order.” Such movements 
include slavery.

The 1776 Report 
vs.The 1619 

Project: When 
Was America 
Truly Born?

BY 

Brendan Smoller



17MARCH 2021 | THE SLATE

     At this point the trap of the 1776 Report becomes clear. 
If you begin arguing for the easily defensible and against the 
outwardly detestable, it becomes all too easy to pass one’s 
opinion off as facts. 
     After arguing that ‘slavery’ and ‘facism’ are, in fact, bad, the 
1776 Report hopes it has earned enough good will to place 
‘Progressivism’ and “Identity Politics” as similarly problematic 
institutions. Simply put, they are not. 
     The 1776 Report seeks to reject views that criticize the 
nation’s founders and the legitimacy of its founding (based 
on an unfulfilled promise of equality). The Report equates 
criticism towards the founding fathers and their founding 
practices, as comparable to criticism towards the ultimate 
message that “all men are created equal,” itself. This is a fallacy.
     The 1776 Report, as a positioned refutation of the 1619 
Project, would have its readers believe the former document is 
anarchist in nature. The reality is far more measured. 
     The 1619 Project is first and foremost a fascinating 
historical deep dive. Beyond Nikole Hannah-Jones’s opening 
essay, that poses the hypothetical reframing of America’s birth 
year, the rest of the publication plays out in a series of thought 
provoking pieces that analizes how core elements of the 
American DNA - capitalism, health care, democracy, popular 
culture, etc. - were shaped by slavery. These essays paint a 
clear picture, that without slavery, American society as we 
know it would be irrevocably different. 
     The premise of the 1619 Project, that the foundation 
of American society was more influenced by slavery than 
the written goal of equality, becomes indebatable after 
a readthrough. American society was forged in slavery. 
However, while the 1776 Report tries to create a reality 
where pointing out these blemishes on American history will 
only make the union weaker, the 1619 Project proves that 
highlighting these things makes America stronger.

Nikole Hannah-Jones’ Pulitzer Prize winning 
opening essay lays out the numerous injustices 
the Black Community has experienced 
throughout American history. Hannah-Jones 
explores her own struggles coming to terms with 
America’s endemically racist past. However, she 
ends with an inspiring anecdote about her father, 
who struggled his whole life under the thumb of 
systemic racism and died without ever truly being 
free from it. He was a man who suffered the full 
effects of America’s racist foundation, but insisted 
on displaying an American outside his home 
until the day he died.
      Hannah-Jones leaves off on this patriotic 
note to show us that while America never lived 
up to its promise of equality, the perseverance 
of those who suffered inequality shaped the face 
of modern patriotism. In short, a lot of what 
America should be most proud of is only possible 
because of the parts of its past that are the most 
shameful.
     The question that’s been so hotly debated: 
should America’s founding year be considered 
1776 or 1619? It seems superfluous after reading 
both documents. 1776 is widely accepted as 
America’s birth year, and it will continue to be. 
Anyone who’s fixated on the year has overlooked 
what the 1619 Project was really trying to teach. 
Slaves built this country and deserve just as much 
recognition and praise as the founding fathers; 
Though they still deserve it too.
     While America did not immediately live up to 
its foundational promise of equality, that does not 
devalue that promise as a whole. The best parts 
of America were forged in the face of adversity. 
America would not be nearly as impressive, an 
end result if it were not a reality that was hard 
fought for. 
     The promise of a country where all people 
are considered equal was a valid and admirable 
promise for the founding fathers to make. 
Pointing out that this promise hasn’t been 
fulfilled does not weaken America, but draws 
attention to the endless and inspiring potential 
for improvement. 
     The 1776 Report and The 1619 Project are 
polar opposite pieces that unveil the same truths; 
America’s past is filled with racism, but against 
all odds it still managed to be great. By striving to 
further fulfill a promise of equality, the American 
union can only be strengthened.
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After World War II, Levittown - located in 
central Nassau County, Long Island, about ten 
miles from New York Tech’s Long Island campus-
-was praised by many as a model of affordable 
housing. When some soldiers returned from 
the war in 1947, they were offered G.I. loans to 
purchase homes. While a portion of veterans 
settled down in this community, the Levitt 
brothers intended to preserve their properties’ 
value by ensuring “not to permit the premises 
to be used or occupied by any person other 
than members of the Caucasian race.” That 
exact language was in the contracts of all those 
who applied for homeownership in what was 
seen as the model of the post-war Suburban 
dream community. A dream that, as far as the 
developers were concerned,  could only be 
realized by white people.

     The racist clauses written in the brothers’ contracts 
served their purpose, and the effects are still being felt by 
communities almost 75 years later. In 2019, Newsday reported 
that the 2017 census estimated the population in Levittown 
to be 75 percent white, 14 percent Hispanic, 7 percent Asian 
and 1 percent Black. In his book, The Color of Law, Richard 
Rothstein also notes that homes in Levittown have increased 
in value by over $200,000 throughout the years, creating 
generational wealth for those that had the privilege of living 
in them. As per Newsday’s 2019 investigation, these statistics 
are a product of decades of redlining, school redistricting, and 
real estate malpractice resulting in de facto segregation, which 
according to Merriam Webster, “result[s] from economic or 
social factors rather than from laws or actions of the state.” 
For the generations of people who have lived in Long Island’s 
suburbs, this data comes with little surprise, but the question 
remains: where do we go from here?
     Levittown is a textbook example of discriminatory 
architectural practice, but as New York Tech history theory 
Professor Dr. Hyun-Tae Jung notes, Levittown is far from an 
isolated incident. Jung emphasized that “the Levitt brothers 
were easily identifiable villains for racism and discrimination,” 
but it’s important to remember that there were hundreds of 
other architects, real estate agents, and politicians that played 
a role in the segregation of Long Island. In fact, in 2019 
Newsday reported that Robert Moses’ Meadowbrook parkway-
-primarily designed as an artery connecting Southern State 
Parkway with Jones Beach - serves as a line of demarcation 
between the “overwhelmingly minority Freeport from 
overwhelmingly white Merrick; then overwhelmingly minority 
Roosevelt from overwhelmingly white North Merrick; then 
overwhelmingly minority Uniondale from East Meadow, 
where seven of 10 residents are white.” 

The Architects 
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     Eighty-six years after the construction of the Meadowbrook 
Parkway in 1934, New York Tech student Bartholomew 
Ostrowski is basing his architectural thesis on the division 
between Freeport and Merrick, and he hopes to provide 
opportunities for the communities to connect and, ideally, 
create social mobility between the two areas. Ostrowski’s work 
is centered around “examining suburbia,” and he brings into 
question the individualistic nature of suburbs; from the use 
of cars (as opposed to public transit, bikes, or walking), to the 
lack of community space, and prejudice that results from de 
facto segregation. Ostrowski also discussed that many Nassau 
and Suffolk County zoning codes prevent affordable housing 
from being built there, further reinforcing the area’s resistance 
to change
      Jung also pointed out that racism and segregation are 
interwoven with “economic inequality.” This idea is reinforced 
by school district boundaries, as the districts are funded based 
on the property taxes in a given area; it is for this reason 
that property value directly correlates to school resources. 
New York Tech’s own community in Old Westbury is a 
prime example of the role of school districts in social issues. 
The district is broken up into the Old Westbury, Westbury, 
and Jericho schools, and according to Psychology Today, 
“Westbury schools are nearly exclusively African American 
and Hispanic while the surrounding schools have few pupils 
from either minority.” This segregation not only serves as a 
detriment to the education of underserved communities but 
also creates a dangerous echo-chamber of ideas in the more 
privileged communities. 
     While it’s easy to think that our communities are past the 
point of redemption, the truth is that the responsibility falls 
on the current and future generations of Long Islanders to 
create a more equitable future. Emerging architects such as 
Ostrowski remind us to “examine how communities can stay 
the same, but also how they can change.”  

Levittown has long been cited as an example of 
the American dream, but moving forward it may 
be time to redefine how the American dream can 
truly include “Liberty and Justice for all.” 
     As Jane Jacobs said in The Death and Life of 
Great American Cities, “Cities have the capability 
of providing something for everybody, only 
because, and only when, they are created by 
everybody.”
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A hand reached out to me holding a navy blue tote. “Big 
day today. You’re going to be flying in zero-niner-echo. 
Excited?” said the dispatcher from my flight school at 

Farmingdale’s Republic Airport. Two years of preparation has 
led me to this moment. Now, I am ready to reach an aviation 
milestone on the beautifully sunny and warm day that was 
October 8, 2020. I immediately squeaked out a “Heck yes!” 
upon receiving the tote. I was very excited for this day in 
particular because “old reliable” Echo was the first airplane 
that I ever flew. “Today, it will all come full circle,” I thought. I 
had my Top Gun shirt on, and I was ready to fly solo.
     As I walked onto the tarmac, I immediately thought about 
Echo and my first time flying. That plane always confused 
me. Despite how good this plane flew, somewhere along 
the line somebody decided it was a good idea to dump four 
thousand dollars into giving Echo some musty shag carpet 
seats. They were just perfect for the humid October weather. I 
then thought about the controls. All of the dials, switches, and 
circuit breaker buttons dizzied me at first. Now? I am going to 
fly knowing exactly which switches I am toggling, every dial 
that I’m turning, and each button that I am pressing. I unlock 
the plane, toss the tote into the back, and pull out my tattered 
preflight checklist. I scan the list. Pitot tube cover? Removed. 
Certificates and airworthiness? Check! Master switch - on. I 
checked the annunciators, the lights, the flaps, the fuel tanks, 
and the brakes. Everything looked good. I did a full-stop taxi 
lap around the airport with my instructor. The weather was 
just perfect. I taxied back to the ramp, dropped my instructor 
off, and made the call to ground control. I was ready to go! 
“Skyhawk november-two-four-zero-niner-echo at echo ramp, 
looking for taxi instructions to runway three-two, full stop 
taxies, weather information Oscar. First solo student!” The 
comms went silent. A hoarse voice belted out on the radio. 
“Request denied. Traffic pattern full.” 
     It was not meant to be. Seven weather-related solo 
cancellations later, it was a brisk and misty late November 
afternoon. I went into Republic Airport with my hopes just 
as high as a grounded airplane. A hand reached out from 
the desk with a blue tote. “You’re going to be flying in zero-
juliet-alpha. Are you sure you want to fly? The weather isn’t 
looking too great.” I looked outside. There were dark, bulbous 
clouds hanging low in the horizon without a sun in sight. The 
wind gusts violently yanked at the windsock. I pulled out my 
logbook and saw that the winds and cloud ceiling were almost 
reaching the borderderline for my cancellation. “I’ll pass on 
the cancellation.” 
     “Let’s try this again,” I thought. I walked out onto the 
tarmac towards the other side of Echo Ramp where Juliet-
Alpha was sitting. I unlocked the door, tossed my bag into the 
back of the aircraft, and pulled out my checklist. Pitot tube 
cover? Removed. Certificates and airworthiness? Present. 
Master switch - on. The annunciators, lights, flaps, and brakes 

were perfect. Wait - the fuel tanks are almost 
empty. My instructor called republic jet center 
to get a top off on the tanks. Ten minutes later, 
they arrived and topped off Juliet-Alpha. My 
instructor and I took a lap around the airport and 
I dropped him off at the main terminal. I checked 
the comms for the weather. The clouds still 
stirred and my solo limits were on the line. Once 
again, I had my Top Gun shirt on. It was time to 
fly into the danger zone. 
      I called ground control, expecting to be 
denied from completing my ninth first solo. 
“Republic ground, skyhawk november-eight-two-
zero-juliet-alpha, at the main terminal, looking 
for taxi instructions to runway three-two for full 
stop taxies, weather information golf.” The hoarse 
voice over the comms shouted out “Eight-two-
zero-juliet-alpha, full-stop-taxies on request, taxi 
on bravo-three, cross runway one, golf-three, 
alpha, alpha-six, republic ground.” I repeated 
back the prompt.
     “Oh my God, it’s happening,” I thought. The 
adrenaline started to kick in. It had just registered 
with me that I was all alone in the cockpit - and 
have been alone throughout those radio calls. 
My feet lifted off of the brakes. Juliet-Alpha and 
I started rolling on the pavement. I navigated 
the taxiways and looked at the flailing windsock. 
Raindrops started to appear on the front window 
and the clouds got darker. A low rumble could 
be heard in the distance. My left hand held my 
spare radio in case the flight got called off. The 
winds were tossing the yoke around which was in 
my right hand’s death grip. I went to the “run up”, 
checked the magnetos, made sure my gauges were 
good, my transponder was set, and switched the 
radio frequency over to air traffic control. Right 
off the bat, a pilot in the sky asked “Wind check?” 
and Republic Tower responded with “Thirty one 
knot updraft.” 
     Thirty one knots?! My solo wind limit is 
twelve knots! I was just about ready to hear 
my instructor call off the flight, but to my 
amazement, the handheld radio was silent. “No 
news is good news,” I thought. I was now waiting 
in a single file to take off. I then held short of 
the runway. I called Republic tower once more 
and was given the order to line up and wait. The 
adrenaline coursed through my veins fully now, 
giving me tunnel vision and chills all around. As 
I saw the clouds rumble and swirl in the sky, the 
hairs on my arms raised as I was still fighting 
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to stabilize the yoke from the crosswind. As 
I positioned the plane for takeoff and leaned 
forward to focus, there was a break in the clouds. 
A small beam of sunlight broke through the 
mist and shone directly onto my plane. Republic 
Tower said over the comms “November-eight-
two-zero-juliet-alpha, clear for takeoff, left 
traffic.” I punched the throttle all of the way in. 
The tachometer read twenty five hundred RPM. 
I started to move forward against the wind and 
rain, my feet pushing the rudders to align the 
nosewheel with the runway midline. Airspeed 
is live, at thirty three knots. The sound of the 
pavement against the main wheels rattled the 
entire airplane. The airspeed is at fifty five knots. 
I pulled back on the yoke. Seventy five knots 
airspeed indicator, ideal climbing speed. 
     I took off. As my wheels left the pavement, 
the rattling stopped, the engine whirred, and the 
raindrops rolled off of the front window with 
the wind. The sound of the rumbling clouds got 
louder and louder as I got higher and higher. 
At eight hundred feet, I banked to the left at 
twenty degrees to the horizon. I looked out of 
the window at the cloud-obscured sky. I banked 
to the left again, twenty degrees. I leveled out at 
eleven hundred feet with an airspeed of ninety 
two knots, pulling the throttle to two thousand 
RPM. I “trimmed” out the airplane elevator to 
keep it level on the downwind. The sun peaked 
out from small slits in the cloud ceiling which 
was about one hundred fifty feet above my head. 
I zig-zagged around the smaller clouds as I 
straightened the plane out.
     I let out a long sigh of relief. I looked at the 
horizon and saw the bedazzled silhouette of 
New York City’s skyline through the mist. The 
faintly rumbling clouds and the latent static from 
the comms lulled me to an inner peace I have 
never known that I could feel. I found myself 
hypnotized by the grey palette of the dark and 
daunting sky. The horizon looked almost like 
basalt with small veins of lava. There was a stark 
contrast below my wing, where the golden colors 
of autumn sprang from the treetops of Long 
Island. There were pale blue glistening lakes, 
burgundy smoky chimneys, and shiny empty 
mall parking lots illuminated by flood lights. I 
flew towards the north shoreline where I soon 
started to see extravagant stucco beachfront 
mansions, highways filled with speeding cars, red 
and white striped smokestacks, dormant 
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Low exposure image - taken by the instructor 
as Bri took off in the Cessna 172
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idle, pitched down, and as I saw the illuminated 
runway rapidly expand from my descent, I 
pitched straight and level. I held my pitch, and 
when I let the wind lower me, I pitched up. The 
main wheels touched down followed by my nose 
wheel shortly after. It was a landing as smooth 
and soft as butter. The raindrops collected on 
top of the front window once again and the fiery 
sun withdrew from the skyline as I turned off of 
runway three-two. 
     I taxied back to Echo Ramp, feeling fatigued 
and calm, yet energetic and excited. I knew that 
my first solo was short lived with only one taxi-
back, and I just wish that I could be up in the sky 
for a little while longer. Despite the short-lived 
flight, I will never forget what it felt like to have 
the most extravagant and blissful views to myself 
in that brief, shining moment in time. When I 
am in control of an airplane, I urge the spirit of a 
machine to match my own.

lighthouses, and bright white boats moving 
around in the deep blue glistening ocean.
     The jarring voice from Republic Tower had snapped me 
back into reality as it directed me to turn onto the final. I 
put down my first notch of flaps, ten degrees, trimmed my 
elevator once more, pulled my throttle to eighteen hundred 
RPM, and slowed down to eighty five knots. I checked for 
traffic and turned onto my final turn, now lining up with the 
runway at five miles out. As I descended to eight hundred feet, 
the cloud ceiling became higher and the sun became more 
faint. Republic Tower cleared me for the landing. Two miles 
out, I activated my second notch of flaps, my airspeed went to 
seventy five knots, and I pitched downward to line up with the 
runway. 
     I looked ahead and between the gauges. The tarmac was 
lit up like a rainbow Christmas tree, visible even a mile 
out from the touchdown point. I took the power down to 
fifteen hundred knots, went to thirty degrees of flaps, and 
caught an airspeed of seventy knots at four hundred feet. As 
I passed over the large “32,” I slowly took the throttle out to 
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Bri at the tail end of her solo flight.
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