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The Burmese Coup d’etat:
A 21st Century Revolution
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By Aron Aung
Staff Writer
I remember as a young boy,
sitting in restaurants and neighborhood tea shops, hearing “shh…”
amongst the voices of conversations and the clinking chaos of
spoons and ceramic cups. When
a police or a soldier’s presence
was detected, people would stop
talking and try to ignore these men
in uniforms. One can’t help but be
intimidated by them.
This was nothing new to me.
Ever since I was old enough to understand, my parents told me about
their past tales of the great 1988
uprising by students that they took
part in. What can only be described
as a scene of bloodshed and abuse
of power by the ones who held the
bullets and guns, was one that they
will never forget.
But they would always remind me
to never speak of this in public
places because “you never know
who’s listening.” I never understood what my parents were so
scared about, but I soon too felt my
heart drop to my feet two weeks
ago on February 1st, 2021 when I
saw headlines of a military coup
in Myanmar at 4:00 pm New York
time, while my parents were fast
asleep back home.
I am from Yangon, a city that
once was a capital of Myanmar but
now stands proud as the business
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capital where many from all over
the country flock to for a better life.
The New York City of Myanmar if
you will. Even though I am a part
of the Generation-Z and grew up
in the technological age, I did not
necessarily grow up with the internet. YouTube and Facebook were
like mythical websites that no one
had access to unless you knew your
way around the web and understood what VPNs were. Even when
going onto Google to search up an
image for a school assignment, it
would take me hours to load a file.
Then in 2011 for the first time, the
internet finally became open for
the country and we then had access
to the information that the whole
world already knew about.
But before, this was normal
for us. It was okay that we would
leave our computer open for days

to download a single Hollywood
movie that we wanted to watch
from torrent sites. It was okay that
we didn’t have international channels on our TVs. It was okay that
everyone hushed down when a
policeman walked by on the street.
But then in 2007, it was no longer
okay. It was no longer okay when
the most revered monks in the
country with the highest Buddhist
population in the world, took the
streets and marched with prayers
and hopes for Democracy.
“Democracy” was a word I was
unfamiliar with at that time. It was
a word that held so much meaning
and power, and I knew it was for
the better and that so many people yearned for it. But it was also a
word that was unspoken and never
to be talked about. The “shh…”
sounds I heard in the tea shops
continued on page 2

NEWS
Page 2

Volume 5, Issue 4			

and market places usually resonated after I would hear
the faint whispers of “democracy” and “Amay Suu.”
Who is “Amay Suu” you ask? She is the revolutionary
democratic leader of the Burmese people. Who also
happens to be the daughter of our father of independence who broke us from the British colonial rule. Her
name is Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and we call her “Amay
Su” for short, which means “Mother Suu” for she is the
mother of the nation, who stood up for her people and
our democratic rights when the military did anything
but that. When the headline “Myanmar coup: Aung
San Suu Kyi detained as military seizes control” by
BBC popped up on my Facebook timeline, I could
not believe my own two eyes. Shocked and stunned, I
immediately began to text and call all my friends, only
to find out that this really was the reality. Flashbacks of
fear and corruption ran through my mind as I frantically tried calling my parents and any family member I
could. Being that it was only 5:00 am Yangon time, no
one picked up, which only added to my anxiety. What
if we were going back to a time without internet and
telecommunication? What if I couldn’t say “I love you”
to my parents one last time?
In school, I learned of soldiers protecting civilians
and in movies I saw how much admiration and respect
nations had for their guards. So, why was I afraid of the
person who’s protecting me? If you’ve seen videos and
photos of what has happened during previous military coups in my country, and what is also currently
happening now, you would know exactly why. We do
not want to go back to a time when Myanmar disappeared from the map, and we definitely do not want
to go back to our days of fear, so immediately protests
broke out all over the country since Day 1. Children,
adults, grandparents, and even dogs took the streets,
marching in unison, holding signs that read “We Want
Democracy” and “Free Our Leader.” As the numbers
grew, so did the military’s fear. They saw how united
and angry we were, so just like the cowards they were,
began to abuse their power and weapons they held.
No matter how violent or force they use, the people of
Myanmar returned it with love and protested peacefully. Burmese citizens like me from all over the world
have also been using our privilege of safety and having
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Arong Aung protesting for freedom in NYC

the internet to voice the people of Myanmar when they
are being silenced. With the age of the internet, young
people began to work because this was all too familiar
for us. Gen-Z’s starting making headlines as various
memes, artwork, poster ideas, and videos spread to
bring awareness to the world. Creativity bloomed and
so did the attention on us. What started off as a video of an aerobics instructor exercising while military
trucks drove in the background, lead to the beating of
pots and pans to “drive the evil away” at 8:00 pm daily
according to old Burmese traditions, and the 3 finger
salute which was adopted from the movie series “Hunger Games,” as a sign of protest against the oppressive
government.
Everyday, journalists, politicians, celebrities, writers, comedians, and anyone who dare join the revolution are being kidnapped and taken away in the middle of the night. 23,000 prisoners charged with rape,
assault, and murders have been released by the dictator
onto the streets to create chaos. Young children in
poverty were given money, injected with drugs, and
given gasoline and matches to burn houses down. This
is all for them to have a reasoning behind the coup, but
the world knows it, and we know it. The more they use
their cowardly tactics, the more creative we get in our
ways to protest, and the louder we will bang our pots
for the whole world to hear.

Go check out Manhattan Globe’s New Website: www.manhattanglobe.net
For the latest news, entertainment and creations. By students, for students.
We are a community of curious humans.
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Is Remote Learning Worth The Full
Tuition Cost?
By Lola Rivera
Managing Editor
As we enter our third semester affected by
COVID-19, we return to our computers to learn
remotely. While we attempt to learn from our homes,
students continue to pay the same tuition costs as we
did when we were attending in-person classes on campus.
College students everywhere have begun to question the costs. If we are not on campus, what are we
really paying for? Colleges and universities all over
the country are dealing with students bringing up this
question.
At New York Institute of Technology, while students learn remotely, attendance costs saw a slight
hike before the school issued a freeze to tuition. In Fall
2019, New York Tech’s yearly tuition costs for full time
undergraduate students was $36,060. For the 20202021 academic year, the tuition slightly increased to
roughly $38,060. After the increase, students received
an email from President Foley on September 28, 2020,
detailing a tuition freeze. The email addressing both
Long Island and Manhattan students explained that
New York Tech will be freezing the current tuition
and fees for the upcoming 2021 through 2022 Spring
semesters.
Included within the $38,060 price tag for tuition
from New York Tech are a bunch of miscellaneous
fees. For full-time undergraduate students, these fees
amount to roughly $2,400. They include costs for
library and Academic services, technology - IT, recreation and athletics, SGA, and student services.
Should students be paying for these services while
we are not on campus to use them?
In comparison to students from other east-coast
universities, New York Tech students have been relatively quiet. Currently, Columbia University is facing
up to 1,200 students threatening a tuition strike for the
current Spring 2021 semester. Many universities are
facing lawsuits and decreased enrollment due to the
high tuition costs for online classes. Seton Hall, Montclair State University, and Drew University are a few of
many universities facing lawsuits from students.

Although New York Tech students have not been
vocal with their frustrations regarding tuition costs,
they are seemingly unsatisfied. Elle Polani, a Communications and Media Production student, explains
that she feels as though it is inappropriate to be paying full price tuition for a makeshift learning environment that is suboptimal. “Within my major, I rely
heavily on the technology provided by the school. I
currently have to pay for programs, editing software,
and equipment to be available at home when it was
initially accessible on campus. To have to pay full
price while having to obtain and even teach myself is
an affront to me and the students,” said Polani.
As mentioned by Polani, students no longer on
continued on page 4
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campus to make use of these resources
that are provided by New York Tech,
causing them to have to pay for their
own programs in order to complete their
classwork. “Though Corona Virus was
not NYIT’s fault, we shouldn’t have to
pay full tuition when we are not receiving a full-tuition’s value out of our education. I have not been able to utilize any

Volume 5, Issue 4			
resources such as the library or any of
the Communication Arts department’s
equipment or studio,” said Christian
Arrieta, a digital film and tv production
student.
In a time where many students are
struggling financially, some are finding
themselves with more costs than if they
were on campus.

Why NYIT is Killing
Academic Programs
By Ioannis Ioakimidis
News Editor
With the sudden cancellation of programs at New York Tech, many students
worry about their future at the University.
Reaching out to the Vice President for
Strategic Communications, Nada Anid,
and the Provost, Junius Gonzales, they
shed some light on what led to the cancellation of these programs, as well as what
the currently enrolled students should
expect as they finish their years at NYIT.
Many students were surprised to hear
at the start of Spring 2021 that programs
such as Communication Arts were shutting down. While this decision may seem
sudden to most, Gonzales talked about
how this process began long before the
COVID-19 pandemic. Disclosing that
the talk started during the second half of
2018. She shared that it started with a series of meetings with the departments and
deans, along with in-person retreats with
program directors and the chairs. Data
such as student persistence and retention,
as well as enrollment, was constantly
shared between the groups to evaluate
how these programs were performing.
When judging whether or not a program is sustainable, Gonzales said many
factors go into the decision. Some of these
factors consist of judgments about the
future contributions of the program to
thenstitutional identity and focus, poten-
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tial for external funding, enrollment
projections for the program, opportunity costs, and interdisciplinary
opportunities. Fall 2019 is when chairs
and directors began to meet about the
enrollment declines of these programs,
and that was when a call to action
was presented. Gonzales showed a
glimpse into some of this data in a
letter to faculty, saying “Some of these
programs saw drops in applications
over five years of nearly 50% and some
had nearly a 50% to 60% drop in total
enrollments. While some long-established programs had single-digit new
enrollments. Others had volatile retention rates for graduate students and
negative changes in student-to-faculty
ratios. Finally, some programs did not
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generate yearly revenues that
matched direct expenses. Before
the call to action, the enrollment
declines have been regularly talked about in meetings with chairs
and program directors, along with
the negative financial impacts that
came with those declines.
A formal program review
process was announced in summer
2020 and was said to begin in the
upcoming fall semester. It was at
this point that after reviewing their
data, chairs and directors took it
upon themselves to recommend
ceasing admission into several
programs, with most of those being
implemented for Summer or Fall
2020. This consisted of programs
such as B.S. Political Science, B.A.
English, and more as they continued their review. The school finally
launched The Domestic Academic
Program Portfolio Review and
Right Size (DAPPRR) in October
2020, which was a committee that
consisted of seven faculty members,
assisted by staff from the Provost’s

office, that was tasked with doing a
thorough analysis and review of the
academic programs that needed to
be evaluated. The first set of programs to be reviewed were based
on enrollment factors and other
factors that were not mentioned.
During this two month process, the
committee continued to meet and
review the data they were receiving, while also following general
criteria. That criteria consisted of
centrality to the New York Tech
mission, the quality of the program,
and the viability and sustainability.
Once the committee finished,
they sent their detailed report to
Provost Gonzales. Gonzales and
the deans reviewed the report, and
collected any more nessary data,
before finally sending a formal
recommendation to New York
Tech’s president, Hank Foley. The
recommendation provided actions
that should be taken, such as the
potential program admission halts.
This is what led to the cancellation
of those academic programs at New
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York Tech.
While the process that led to
the decision was extensive, one
question that remains is whether or
not this will affect students already
enrolled in these programs. The
school promises to help currently
enrolled students finish out their
degrees, but it remains to be seen
how they plan to continue to do
this. There are rumors that New
York Tech is considering having
other universities “teach-out” the
remaining courses to students
starting in Fall 2021, however, both
Gonzales and Anid did not comment on this. When asking Anid
if she had any words for students
worried about their future at the
school, she said, “As to the future
of NYIT, it is bright and full of
promise. We just created 13 brand
new in demand degrees to prepare
students for the jobs of the future.”
More news about the methods of
“teaching out” should come come
to light as we get closer to the fall
2021 semester.

Transparency at The University?

the knowledge that has been withheld from many parties.
The talk of COVID-19 and
how it has been almost a year of
The Academic Senate assembled remote learning were brought up.
both faculty and administration
Although there were talks about
to go over upcoming plans, contransitioning students back into
cerns and decisions for the college. campus after March 1, it was also
The fate of New York Institute of
shared that there will not be an
Technology was heavily discussed
in-person commencement ceremoon Friday, February 12. President
ny for the 2021 graduating class.
Hank Foley, who has been under
However, Foley began with good
the microscope recently for how he fate by believing in his words “the
has handled the university during
hyper model is working and helps
the pandemic, took charge at the
them stay on track for graduating
beginning of the meeting with top- and career.” Whether or not the stuics that have not been communidents believe that also is a question
cated with the student population. as many student sources believe
This has been alarming considering otherwise.
By Sedona Young
Editor in Chief

Foley attributes COVID-19 for
causing the financial burden. But
at the Convocation on September
3, 2020 Foley stated that the University would be in “solid financial
ground” by 2021. In December the
Globe reported Foley’s estimate of
losses ranging from $20 million to
$30 million.
The main building of the Manhattan campus, 1855 Broadway,
was previously put on the market
for sale and in contract with the
company Extell. Although not
discussed in the Senate meeting,
Extell is currently suing NYIT over
breach of contract. Foley said the
building is currently off the market now and that it does not seem
continued on page 6
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plausible to sell at the current
moment and price. He believes if
a certain offer does come to the
table, it will be discussed and the
building may possibly go back
on the market. Ideas such as
other companies subletting the
first floor of the current library
are arising. Adding something of
value to the university such as a
Barnes and Noble or a Starbucks
have been considered, except this
would take away from the main
source of social interaction at the
campus which is the library.
As faculty questions arose, one
shared that they would like to
be better informed on whether
or not the sale would happen.
The person continued saying, “If
there can be an adequate amount
of notice such as 18-24 months,”
later adding, “Can you ensure us
that you will actively solicit input
from faculty and administrators,
I am deeply concerned that major
decisions that impact our lives
are being made in a vacuum.”
Foley responds by explaining that
any offer can come unexpectedly in certain situations and they
would be considered. He stated,
“I expect that sometime in the
next 18-24 months we will put
the building back on the market,
so this is the essence of that and I
want you to think about that. I’m
not sure if we would get enough
for it to make us want to sell the
building, but right now we are
assuming we won’t sell the building and instead look for ways to
repurpose it and to use it more
effectively and to try to break
even.”
Later, there were discussions on
the millions spent on asbestos
cleanup in 1855 Broadway and
the improvement of lavatories
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and lighting. It was shared how
when doing a bit of work in the
Old Westbury buildings, the
amount of damage was “astonishing” from the lack of work
on the campus in the last twenty
years. The main strategy shared
by the whole Senate was to reduce
costs and to reduce the number
of programs while focusing on
programs that are “succeeding.”
As enrollment has dropped with
both international and domestic
students, the plan is still to continue to reduce in areas for the
upcoming years, but build on
enrollment. Doing this, they have
cut the sports programs, are reducing staff, and deactivating programs
such as Communication Arts.
Asking what other programs have
been canceled and flying around the
rumor of replacement of faculty in
these departments to save cost also,
the response was “that it is up to the
faculty if they decide to stay.” Foley
continues saying, “as we suspend
programs we will follow the CBA
(Collective Bargaining Agreement)
exactly, as we work with faculty.”
This is the agreement that the faculty
union has with the administration.
Sadly, students in those deactivated departments remain in despair,
knowing that they may not have the
same academic knowledge taught by
well-versed professors as they did in
the previous semesters at NYIT.
As the meeting went on and other
administrators spoke, the question
arose in me. When will the students
know and be on the same page as
everyone else? The lack of communication among students, faculty
and administration has been terrible
in the past years. There have been
numerous puzzling questions from
the unexpected potential sale of the
main building to not even having
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the correct numbers of students
infected with COVID-19 to now
wondering the consequences and
reason on why programs have been
cancelled. The communication
is not there and the concerns are
not listened to. Students demand
to be heard and want to put their
trust in a university to supply that.
That is the true reason why people
transfer from NYIT because the
lack of transparency is unbearable.
The core ideals of the university are
incredible. The opportunity is there,
the programs are amazing, the students are diverse and well educated,
yet situations happen and students
are ignored. My unsolicited advice
is if you would like to mend the
university, start with understanding
who is the person that attends, what
do they want, where can they go,
and what is the potential. Because,
regardless of any issue, the university should always do their best to
benefit the next generation of professionals and make their current
experience a wonderful one without
worry.
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Did Blizzard Mess Up?

By Katie Collan
Staff Writer
A few days ago, Activision, the publishing company
in charge of Blizzard, announced that Overwatch 2 and
Diablo 4 will not be released in 2021. Back at BlizzCon
2019, the fans were given teasers for the two games,
exciting them for the future to come. While neither
of the games had a release date, there was speculation
that 2021 would be the year that they premiered, after
Blizzard employees were given a year to fine-tune the
sequels.
Diablo 4 fans are disappointed, but on the bright
side, the mobile game Diablo Immortal will find its
way into the app stores this year. The expectations are
high enough for the community to give it a try and see
how it feels on a phone.
Meanwhile, Overwatch fans are heartbroken. When
Blizzcon Online was announced for February 19, 2021,
Blizzard confirmed that there will be news regarding
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Overwatch 2 at the convention. Fans believed that a
beta would come out of this, having leaked from famous Overwatch streamer Metro, who has predicted
information delivered through previous BlizzCons.
But now, an overwhelming amount of evidence points to
the release date of Overwatch 2 at the beginning of 2022,
at the earliest. There is still no confirmation on when
we will actually see a beta or live version of the game.
So what is Blizzard going to announce at BlizzCon 2021?
Are they going to give some valuable information regarding the sequel, or perhaps introduce a free to play version of the original game? We will find out in two weeks.

Have You Ladies Found
Your Pearls?

By Richelle Greenidge
Greek women, have all described enStaff Writer
No, I don’t mean jewelry ladies, I during a similar process. It is used in
mean Yoni Pearls. The newest trend these cultures as a natural treatment
in holistic feminine care is sending
for women with painful menstrual
females all around the globe into a
cycles, irregular periods, Polycystic
frenzy. What are the Yoni Pearls?
Ovarian Syndrome, Fibroids, and
What do they do? Well, I recently
even fertility.
learned that the Yoni Pearls are a
The process involves inserting up
natural way of healing the vagina
to three pearls into the vagina for a
and assisting with its detox process. maximum of 48 hours. Each pearl is
Before you jump into a frenzy, yes,
filled and tightly wrapped with many
the vagina is self-cleaning. But, the
herbs such as mugwort, rosemary,
uterus and ovaries are not.
wormforwood, basil. After removThis is where the Yoni Pearls step ing these pearls the detoxification
in. It helps pull all the toxins and
process begins and can last anywhere
excess build-out of the uterus and
between 3-5 days.
cervix, to keep your female reproThese Yoni Pearls can be purductive system functioning at its
chased from any organic feminine
best. This ancient remedy has been
shop but the top vendors are curpracticed in many cultures. African, rently Goddess Detox and Nene
Japanese, Native American, as well as Femhealth. Of course, like every

Photo of pearls from @nenefemhealth
on Instagram

other product ladies, please do
your research as the vagina is a
sensitive area and can be easily
irritated. What works for someone else may not yield the same
results for you. All in all the
comments that have been made
about this approach have been
good and I’m excited to see
what will be the next popping
product or remedy in the realm
of holistic feminine care.
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DOOM Meets Doc D
By Cybrieme Hargrove
Staff Writer
The announcement of Daniel Dumile’s (aka MF
DOOM) passing brought me to a somber realization: We have lost a pillar for what Hip-Hop
stands for, for what it can be in the right hands.
Dumile was an icon who is recognized for everything except his appearance. The mask he uses to
hide is a symbol that transcended not only him as
an artist, but the genre that inspired him to put it
on in the first place. MF DOOM, thank you for
all of your contributions to the world of Hip-Hop.
You will be missed.
When I think about my favorite rappers, Earl
Sweatshirt for example, I think about how they
influence me in the same way that DOOM influenced them. The question I’m left with now, is
who’s next in the cycle? Who can the kids today
look up to in order to keep DOOM’s legacy alive?
One rapper feels like he has a pretty “Logic-al”
way, pun intended.
Logic, most famous for his song “1-800-2738255,” hasn’t had the easiest past few years, at least
not from a fan’s perspective. After a slew of divisive albums and business ventures that branched
out of music, the perspective of his place in the
hip-hop community began to come into question.
Though his fans stayed loyal to his every move,
and he continued to see mainstream success,
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others felt that he lost his touch and started moving
further and further away from what we originally liked
him for. Last year Logic announced his retirement from
music altogether, along with the release of his final studio album, “No Pressure.” His decision to step away was
strengthened by his partnership announcement with the
game live streaming platform, Twitch. This happened
shortly after the public outspeaking against his former
record label for their practices. At Twitch Logic plays
video games, connects with fans, and even makes beats
here and there. It’s safe to say that his days releasing music and rapping are over... Or so we thought.
In early January, Logic began promoting a new artist
named “Doc D” that he supposedly signed to his label.
In a picture Logic posted on Instagram, you can see him,
someone at a computer, and another person with a mask
drawn on his face, presumably Doc D. Upon listening
to Doc D’s new mixtape “Planetary Destruction,” you’ll
make the quick realization that Doc D is really just Logic
with a deeper voice. The album tells the story of this super-villain/rapper “Doc D” who’s going around destroying galaxies because he’s upset that his girlfriend “Sheron” broke up with him. In short, it’s a concept album,
something Logic is very familiar with. What this one
does differently than others in his discography though,
is that it gives fans exactly what they want from Logic,
nerdy raps and galaxies to explore.
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Karibay’s Top 10 Signs
He or She is Falling for You

By Karibay Angeles
Staff Writer
able to them. They purely enjoy your
1. He/She shows concern over
energy and sometimes this leads
anything and everything that
them to become shy or even nerhappens to you.
vous. It comes to a point where you
Often, partners show how
do the same and that you can when
much they care for you by acts
you know the feelings are mutual
of kindness and service. These
5. He/She dedicates time for you.
partners usually show concern for
No matter what they are doing they
your well being. Anything that
make time for you and it is effortless.
happens to you affects them; they
Also, if they can’t see you they make
want your happiness and health.
sure to check on you over the phone
He/she will be there for you no
by text or call. In addition, they want
matter what the situation.
to share time with you, meaning they
2. He/She values your thoughts
want to let you into their lives. Lastly,
and opinions.
they want to build memories together.
When a person truly cares
6. He/She talks about months or
about you, they listen. They laugh
even years in the future with you.
at your jokes even if they aren’t
When someone is falling in love
all that funny. Most importantly,
or in love they find themselves
they enjoy connecting with you
talking about the future sometimes.
because they value similar things
Maybe it’s a party months from now
as them. If he/she respects your
that he/she wants to be your date
thoughts and opinions, you’ve
to. Sometimes, depending on the
found yourself a keeper.
person, they may talk about meeting
3. He/She introduces you to
your parents. As time pases they talk
their friend and/or family.
about living together and sharing a
It takes courage to introduce place with you.
your partner to the people in your 7. He/She texts you a lot when you
life. It shows true feelings of com- are apart.
mitment. Often when a person Some partners can’t get enough of
actively wants to be a part of your you and remind you that they miss
life and wants the same in return you often. This usually happens
it’s because they believe that you’re more in long distance relationships
worth the risk. They also value the where being together is not posopinion of their loved ones and sible at the moment but rather in
they want to share their happiness the future. This shows patience and
with the people that they love. dedication from a partner.
4. He/She seems happier when
8. He/She keeps their promises.
you are around.
He/she values every moment they
It’s a great sign when a person
have with you. This shows the
that’s falling for you has a glow
respect and commitment they are
about them everytime they see
willing to bring to the relationship.
you. Usually they can’t stop smilAlso, it shows that he/she is reliable
ing and the feeling is unexplainwhen you most need them through

thick and thin. It creates solid
relationship values of respect and
commitment that stay strong
throughout the relationship with
you.
9. He/She makes eye contact
more than usual with you.
When a person values you they
value your connection with them.
Your time is valuable and they
want you to know you matter to
them. Eye contact is a sign of respect and intimate communication
between two people. Often looking
at one other is all you may need.
10. He/She notices things about
you that you that others don’t
see.
They often notice when you are
hurting or feeling happy and point
it out. Also, small things such as
you wanting pizza on Friday after
work and he/she gets it for you
without asking. They know your
likes and dislikes and you didn’t
even need to tell them. It takes real
dedication to get to this point but
when you notice this, you can be
confident they are committed.
–
–
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and the University of Washington
have all now reported cases of the
B.1.1.7 variant.” Thus, we must aim
to protect ourselves and be more
cautious as we await to take the
vaccine.
After seeing the spread of the
COVID-19 virus variant, begs to
oppose the question: is it safe to
reopen school?New York Institute
of Technology will be reopening
in person classes in March 2021,
however many have expressed their
concerns. Jerry Balentine, D.O.,
FACEP, FACOEP
The Executive Vice President and
Chief Operating Officer has reassured us that reopening will be safe
and well monitored. “We are very
fortunate that at New York Tech, we
have a medical school and a chief
medical officer (Dr. Brian Harper
who has extensive public health experience). These two resources allow
us to review every aspect of college life from a medical and public
health point of view. In full compliance with all NYS guidelines’’.
NYIT will be in full compliance with the NYS Department
of Health. Which will follow all
COVID-19 guidelines. NYIT faculty
and staff have been preparing for the
reopening of both the Long Island,
Old Westbury and the Manhattan
campus. As well as measures such
as disinfestation, setting up classes
in order to respect social distancing
and much more are being taken
every day to ensure reopening will
be safe. Balentine also advised that
reopening will not necessarily mean
that everyone should or will be attending in person classes. There will
be several measures taken before
one is eligible to attend in person-

classes. This including getting tested
for the virus.
Not only has the vaccine been
proven to be effective especially
after the second dose, both vaccines
have been proven to be effective for
the B.1.1.7 variant as well. BioNTech
SE conducted a study on Neutralization of SARS-CoV-2 lineage B.1.1.7
pseudovirus by BNT162b2 vaccine-elicited human sera “the B.1.1.7
lineage spike protein with sera
of 16 participants in a previously
reported trial with the mRNA-based
COVID-19 vaccine BNT162b2.
The immune sera had equivalent
neutralizing titers to both variants.
These data, together with the combined immunity involving humoral and cellular effectors induced
by this vaccine, make it unlikely
that the B.1.1.7 lineage will escape
BNT162b2-mediated protection.”
Balentine, stated that “We have
applied to get vaccines and have
been approved. Unfortunately, there
are not enough vaccines available
so we (similar to nearly all doctors’
offices) have not received any shipments. I hope that we will get vaccines in the future.” He urges anyone
who is eligible to get the vaccine or
at least sign up to get the vaccine
even if its in 6-8 weeks. To Check
your elligibility for the vaccine Jerry
Balentine urges us to check out

COVID-19’s Mutation and Impact
on College Life

By Aida Mwizerwa
Staff Writer

In September 2020 a new variant of the COVID-19 virus called
B.1.1.7 was discovered in the United
Kingdom and has spread across the
world. The Corona Virus has been
continuously mutating, thus a new
strain called B.1.351 or 501.V2 has
been discovered In South Africa,
Brazil and now it has spread to the
United States. The world Health Organization has compared these new
strains of the Corona virus B.1.1.7,
B.1.351 or 501.V2 to the HIV virus
and other influenza viruses. The
CDC has confirmed these new
strains to be deadlier than the first.
Anthony Fanucci has reassured
that even though the HIV virus and
the COVID-19 virus have some
similarities, they have drastic differences that set them apart widely. In
Anthony Fanucci’s interview with
AJMC The Center for Biosimilars he
stated that “With HIV, we’ve been
working on a vaccine for 30-plus
years. It is very difficult to get a
vaccine because it’s very difficult to
induce the body to do something
that even natural infection doesn’t
successfully allow it to do, [which]
is to develop an adequate immune
response to clear the virus. So, the
challenges are very, very different.”
An article from Inside Higher
ED has reported that at least six
universities in the United States
have been infected by B.1.1.7. “The
University of Michigan was the only
major institution to have reported
evidence of the new coronavirus
variant B.1.1.7 […] Five additional
universities have since joined that
list. Tulane University, University of
California, Berkeley,University of
Miami, University of Texas at Austin

https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.
ny.gov
We have all been affected in some
way, mentally, physically, psychologically and/or socially. Thus, it is important
that we take the necessary percussions to
protect not only our health but our sanity. For any students experiencing any
sort of heartache, you can visit the NYIT
Counseling and Wellness they will be sure
to help.
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By Philmore Parkes
Staff Writer
The hype for the next generation of consoles is at an all-time
high. After an eight year wait since
the last launch of the consoles, just
plain high demand due to COVID
isolation, a rise in the gaming
community, and higher performance in the new consoles, it is no
surprise that the next generation
consoles PlayStation 5, Xbox series
X and even computer GPUs have
been sold out. Ever since Microsoft and Sony released the gaming
consoles in early November 2020,
the demand for these consoles
have been shocking. There is so
much demand that manufacturers
of these consoles cannot keep up
causing millions who want these
next “gen” gaming consoles to be
forced to wait. Even worse, people
are buying these consoles at mass
to resell it, pushing its resale prices
through the roof. It’s now February
2021, a new year, three months
after the consoles have hit the market and every major retailer is still
forced to release a small amount
of consoles for sale sporadically.
Due to this situation, millions who
want consoles are forced to put up
with the grueling process of trying
to purchase one either by waiting
or buying it at an exorbitant price
when it shouldn’t be this hard at
all.
Ever since the start of the
release of the gaming consoles,
the preorders have been shaky.
Sony and Microsoft were gearing
up for the 2020 holidays, putting
the consoles out for preorder with
many consumers having issues
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securing orders from them and their
partnered major retailers like Target,
Amazon, Best Buy, GameStop and
more. These numerous problems
were reported all across social media and forums on the internet. The
items would appear out of stock,
online pages would crash, orders
would cancel and other errors
would occur making the process of
securing these high demand consoles stressful and near to impossible. The companies apologized
promising more consoles up until
and after the holidays after they
officially release. Consumers probably weren’t ready for these same
problems to persist months after the
consoles released in November and
even after so many months after the
holidays. When stock does come
in, it is purchased and out of stock
within a moment.
Ever since the launch of the
PlayStation 5 and the Xbox Series
x/s series, it has been an impossible
task for the average consumer to
purchase one with consoles selling
out in seconds after restocking. Also
due to the pandemic, most outdoor
activities have been shut down
leaving everyone to be at home for
most of the time. This contributed
to a rise in the want for video games
causing the gaming community to

skyrocket, leading everyone to now
want that new shiny console that
just hit the market.
It’s hard for manufacturers to
make these complex machines at
the rate that consumers want them
nowadays, especially during the
pandemic. They must outsource the
parts from different manufactures
and it’s hard during COVID when
there are shortages and especially
high demand. It’s been said by Sony
that they are selling the disc version
of the PS5 at a loss and breaking
even on the digital version of the
PS5.
What makes the restock situation even worse than it has to be is
the scalpers. These are the people
who buy the consoles not because
they want it, but because they know
they can profit from the demand of
it. The resale community was already growing in the fashion culture
where people would resale high in
demand sneakers on known resale
markets. Scalpers have always been
known to be a plague to the common consumer, but in 2020, this
situation became even worse due
to the increased demand of people
wanting to make a buck during
COVID. This scalping mindset has
moved over to the consoles due to
their high demand. The demand and
continued on page 12
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profit of these consoles have also put
them as a target of botting.
Botting is a process of using a
program that can automatically
buy any item the user wants within
seconds of it being on the internet.
People who use these programs
usually have the intent to use this
bot for profit. These programs are so
sophisticated that they can bypass
walls that retailers put up to stop
someone from purchasing more
than one, allowing anyone with a
bot to purchase however many they
want. This creates an environment
where there are rarely any consoles
available and the ones that are are 2
to 3 times more than the retail price.
Since it’s nearly impossible to purchase, how do you purchase one and
how long will this last? Well, since
the release, there has been a community formed not around the consoles and video games, but a community around purchasing consoles
and video games. People must resort
to looking for information about

when the consoles are going to drop.
They search and follow the rules of
the retailer who has next generation
consoles in stock. Personally, I was
able to purchase both consoles within the last month, staying vigilant of
YouTube streams that were dedicated to watching for the restock and
putting on Twitter notifications of
profiles dedicated to quick updates.
You must be lighting quick as soon
as you know exactly when a drop is
going to happen because they are
rarely ever announced early and
usually announced the day of if
even at all. Even if you know when a
drop will happen that doesn’t secure
a console because you still have to
compete with the millions who do
know when a restock is occurring.
Each retailer has a different way of
restocking so you must be aware
of how they perform their restock.
This is where the restock community
comes in hand because they can give
you tips on how to increase your
chances during a drop, like adding

February 2021
multiple browsers during a restock.
Doing these things still doesn’t automatically secure you a console but it
allows you to be quick and it greatly
increases your chance of purchasing one. For me, it was extremely
stressful and I’ve failed many times.
I almost got scammed by someone
who was appearing to be selling a
PS5 but was really just trying to steal
my money using the situation as a
ploy. Luckily, I was not scammed
and I was still able to secure a Xbox
series X for myself and PlayStation 5
for my brother.
It is not completely clear
when this situation will subside for
every gamer who wants to purchase
a gaming console or graphics card at
retail price with ease and no stress.
Due to this pandemic and plain
high demand it doesn’t seem soon
but a hopeful speculation would be
during summer or in the second or
third quarter of 2021. It might be
too soon to say this spring but that
possibility is not out of the question.

Dare to Dye Your Hair

By Angelina Young
Staff Writer

Ever thought about dying your
hair, but feel like you don’t know
where to begin? Yes, you could
opt to go to the salon, but all that
money you just spent could have
had you salon-quality hair at home
without the cost.
Going blonde and using color
are two different monsters that
can go hand in hand. Bleaching
your hair is lifting color. Color
isn’t lifting. It’s only depositing. If
you want to change your hair to a
different color that is lighter than
your current hair, you need to
bleach it first.

When you use powder bleach,
you need a developer. There are
tons of different volumes of developers out there. The most common ones you’ll see are 10, 20, 30,
and 40. So what does this mean?
Well, 10 volume developers will
not lift any color out of your hair.
It’s strictly for depositing color.
20 volume developers only lift
1-2 levels and are more for people
with grey hair who want to get
rid of their shiny grays and put
on color. 30 volume is a high lift
developer! This is what you want
to use if you’re bleaching your
hair on virgin or previously dyed

hair. 40 volume developer is an
extremely high lighting developer.
This is where I would stop. It pulls
color quickly, but I wouldn’t recommend it. It also should only be used
on virgin hair because of the high
chances of damage.
To begin bleaching your hair, you
first need to gather all your materials.
You’re going to need:
Foils
Gloves
Clips
A bowl
A spray bottle
A mixing tool (please don’t use
continued on page 13
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Application brush
Shower cap
Bleach (I recommend Quick Blue
Bleach)
Developer (I recommend 30 volume by Clairol Professional)
Toner
Let me just start by saying, make
sure your hair is dry, and please do
not lather. Bleach does not lather,
it’s not shampoo, and all you’re
doing is opening way to more damage and spotting. We don’t want
splotches of bleached and dark hair.
Make sure to stick to recommended ratios listed on the bleach you
are using. Combine the bleach and
developer in the bowl and mix until
you get a yogurt consistency.
Part your hair in sections using
clips. I recommend making 4 different sections, but I usually section
my hair in 8 to be on the safe side.
The smaller the sections, the better
turn out.
Always start at the bottom of
your head and work your way up. It
could be tempting to start at the top
but trust me when I say it’s easier
and there will be less mess and confusion. Keep in mind that the hair
closer to your scalp lightens quicker
than the middle and ends because
of the heat radiating off your head.
With that in mind, put on your
gloves and begin applying bleach
to the middle and end of your hair.
Make sure to fully saturate it and
then wrap it in foils to create even
lightening. Leave it on the recommended amount, usually 30-45
minutes, and routinely check the
processing. After about 20 minutes,
take the foils out and apply bleach
to your roots for the rest of the
time. You can put on a shower cap
and sprits a little bit of water inside
to keep all the bleach moist.
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When bleach gets dry, it’s not doing
its job anymore.
Once the time is up, hit the
shower to shampoo and conditioner your hair. I leave my conditioner
in for 5 minutes to keep my hair
silky and smooth. Towel dry your
hair and gently comb your hair
with a wide-toothed comb.
Guess what? Your hair is beautifully lightened, and now it’s onto
toning. Toning does lather!
Toner helps eliminate unwanted
tones that bleaching may leave in
your hair. There are so many kinds
of toner that help give different
outcomes. If you’re clueless on what
toner you should use, you need to
keep in mind what your desired
look is that you want to achieve.
Toner choices are based on the
color wheel.
If your bleached hair has a slight
orange tone, you need to use a
blue-based toner. Likewise, if you
have yellow tones, you should use
a purple violet based toner. If your
hair has more red tones, you will
need another round of bleach if
your desired outcome is platinum
or silver. When using a toner, make
sure to use a 10 volume developer.
Toner is not a substitute for depositing color. It is only correcting the
color you already have. Essentially
it is setting your hair up as the
perfect canvas for color or the next
bleaching process. It also could just
be the finishing polish to your new
look.
Take your time with the bleaching application. It could be tempting to speed everything up because
you’re worried about hurting your
hair, but that could cause a sloppy
outcome. We need to get rid of
that common misconception that
bleaching your hair will always
result in it falling out. The videos
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you’ve seen of people having hair
bleaching fails didn’t know what
they were doing and took the
wrong steps in the process. I’m
here to give guidance with that.
Some people go into doing their
hair without a plan. If you have the
right materials and plan in mind,
your outcome will look amazing.
After the bleach rinse, I put a little
bit of oil in my hair after I towel
dry. I always follow up with a hair
mask two days later.
Your hair is fragile after bleaching, so now is a time to give
it back some of those nutrients
it lost. Don’t overdo it though,
because putting too much oil and
hair masks could end up damaging
your hair more. When you bleach
your hair, it opens the hair follicles
to release color, so if you fill it with
too many nutrients, it could cause
it to snap.
Know your hair limits and
texture. If you feel your hair is still
super healthy after the first bleach,
you can do another, but don’t do
more than two in one day. Give
your hair at least a week’s break.
Sometimes you have to work with
what you got to reach the goal you
want.
Hair is a great way to express yourself. Have fun with it and post your
finishing look.
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Different Experience, True Vinyl
By Cybrieme Hargrove and
Gaby Pinewood
Staff Writers
The shroud of the unyielding figures
Makes the needle drag itself;
A wound to the beautiful sound.
In an instant, the vinyl disappears
To create the quiet I’m confined to.
Imaginary worlds only when I’m alone,
I traipse to grasp this calm survival.

I’m not a hipster
I’m an archeologist of sorts
In short, I collect the fossils
Of music in its truest form
Vinyl
I know I know, seems pointless
But to me they’re vital for survival
They allow me to be me in this open sea
Because nowadays it’s all about the stream
That doesn’t give it’s fish anything

As the record turns,
All I feel is bliss.
Imaginary worlds
Away from antagonizing grips;
A quiet, loud, soothing sound for the soul.
That beautiful crackle in the sound,
The pure form of a true sound.
I feel a new strength in the breath of its soul.
Vinyl
It’s not in the silent headphones,
I’ve let its music pour out to the whole room.
A few of my favorites came in the form of a gift given
As the record keeps spinning I force my mind to see
it different
Awaken memories of former friends
Stories that come to an end
I guess that’s what’s so great about
Vinyl
Reset the needle and begin again

I hope to watch my collection grow
As I grow old myself
I don’t collect in pursuit of wealth
Now I usually show them off
To impress someone else
An extension of me
Another way for people to see
The thoughts that I conceive
Without hearing me speak
Vinyl
In this form all of my thoughts are complete
They’re all unique
Isolation factor,
Common feat in secrecy,
Joy regardless of the scold;
Bring me to a world of forever daydreamingEthereal life through the sound
Between what doesn’t matter at all.

Drawing by Mathew Rose
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