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Human curiosity- I believe it is to wonder what is beyond the reality we see: questioning life itself,
wondering what it is we are doing here, and why we are in this reality. While we ask ourselves questions
on a daily basis (such as where should I go, what should I eat, what to do, what to wear), human curiosity
is more than just listening to those questions but it is asking why we do the things we set out to do. What
is it that we are creating as an individual, a community, a school, as a society, or as a human. Curiosity is
the step we sometimes forget about. Either we continue to move in this same direction or we can begin to
question this thing we call reality. This reality we call life.
Currently, we are all at a similar place. The events of the last couple of years have changed the lives and
perspectives of many of us. This has been a time of conflicting emotions and learning. In these years, we
have collectively seen extreme division, new life chapters, war, and death. In this new evolution of our own
lives, we have chased after things that actually bring us joy while also running to places and situations that
are also not so beautiful.
In these societal and individual struggles, many questions arise in us in different ways than before: what
it means to be human, to be alive, to live in the society where we are at now, among other introspective
questions. Do we have a different answer to these things now presently? I think we all were at a point
where the question “what are we actually doing?” was constantly asked of us. A lot of us decided to follow
different career paths and look at things that made us excited while others thought about things that they
have never once thought about and wondering what to do after having time to compile all of the human
experience.
The Manhattan Globe decided to create an issue with a theme of Human Curiosity: questioning ideas
and bringing to light the topics that are not always talked about. Our idea was to bring out the themes that
we as a community are all feeling. This school may feel peculiar some days but, there is a feeling that unites
us all and it is that spirit of doing and creating. This big theme of individually questions the sense of what it
means to be human.
We are a team of students who work hard to help the New York Tech Community question. Question all of
it. In this issue, this is our curiosity.
Sedona Young,
Editor-in-Chief
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New York Tech Before and After COVID:

A Student’s Perspective

By David Saka
Staff Writer
As we all know, the infamous Covid-19 pandemic has swept across the nation since the beginning
of 2020, and the world has truly not been the same
since. Families were shaken by sudden death, businesses had to adapt to closing stores, and people had
to learn how to be inside - all the time. Today, the
world is finally starting to feel normal again, although
that term has taken on a whole new meaning. During
the height of the pandemic, in the years 2020 and
2021, there has been a group that has gone under the
radar, but has experienced the most drastic change
of learning and socializing, and it’s college students.
Here at New York Tech, the class of 2022 has been
in covid mode for our last two years of college,
while our first two were before anyone knew what
was coming. We saw what college was like before
a pandemic, but we also went through change just
like everyone else and had to adapt to a totally new
college experience. What was it like for us? How did
our last two years compare to our first two? Here’s my
experience at NYIT before and after Covid-19, from
my perspective as a graduating senior.
My first two years at NYIT were exciting and full
of new experiences. I was a fresh student on campus
and eager to take the next step in life. I had heard so
many things about college, from pulling all-nighters
to finishing assignments last minute to crazy parties
and an endless list of clubs. But one thing I really
wanted to do at NYIT was meet new people. I come
from a pretty sheltered community, so I was looking
forward to socializing and seeing the world a bit, and
that’s exactly what I did.
I talked to several different kids in all my classes,
would always interact with new people, and went to
parties. During these years I also really enjoyed going
to class and learning, and getting to have interesting
discussions with professors. Choosing a major was a
very exciting step for me, and I ended up going with
Interdisciplinary Studies. I liked walking around
and seeing the hustle and bustle of a college campus.
There was a certain energy that motivated me; I liked
being part of a collective of students achieving their
goals.
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Fast forward to March 2020. All of a sudden
there’s this weird disease going around. What is it?
No one really knew. Almost as soon as we heard
the first whispers of Covid, school shut down. “All
classes will now be online going forward”. Wow. At
first, I thought maybe this would be okay. I mean
we can still learn at home, right? How long could
it possibly last, maybe a few weeks? Two years later
and classes are still mostly remote in universities
across the country.
My experience these last two years at NYIT have
been a total 180 from my first time around. I had to
adapt to learning online and having my social life
at college all but disappear. There were some pros
of being fully remote though. I didn’t have to make
my usual commute from my hometown in New Jersey, which meant I had way more time. I also had
more freedom with my schedule, and this has been
especially useful with my job outside of school.
All in all though, many students - including
myself, felt a bit robbed of the college experience
due to the pandemic. I couldn’t do any of the things
I did my first two years. No more parties, no more
making new friends, and no walking down the
street and seeing tons of students taking part in
clubs or activities on campus. One thing I was not
prepared for was how much harder it would be to
learn remotely. Having to sit and stare at a computer screen all day for all of your classes gets tiring.
Not being able to walk around campus and have a
change of scenery when needed can be dulling. I
had to adapt and come up with ways to entertain
and motivate myself throughout the day. Remote
learning has been anything but glamorous. The
truth is, it’s really boring, but we did what we had to
do. Now that my last semester is coming up, I feel
really nostalgic for my first years at NYIT.
We all went through a wild ride with the pandemic. College students everywhere had a totally
unique and unprecedented school experience, with
no guide to follow. It’s one we’ll definitely never
forget, and will hopefully help prepare us to handle
anything. Now that Covid has finally calmed down,
all we can do is say we survived, be thankful for
our health, and look forward to our next daunting
chapter - adulthood.
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Regulating Your Emotions
By Samantha Richardson
Web Editor and Staff Writer

So you reacted out of emotions.
Often, we as humans have fallen victim to acting
out in emotions one way or another and usually
when we do, we regret it and feel embarrassed.
Sometimes acting out can cost us things in life,
like maybe a job, a friend, or other things that
will help us get ahead.
“Inhale, Exhale”
Honestly, whenever I hear this phrase, I
immediately roll my eyes because when I feel
a certain way, I’m set on it. However, it is very
crucial to learn how to control your emotions.
I’m not saying don’t feel how you wanna feel, just
become more aware and considerate of those
emotions especially in important settings like in
a job or any business affair. In Bethany Klynn’s
article “Emotional Regulation: Skills, Exercises,
and Strategies,” she states, “while we expect to
feel these emotions regularly, some people start
to experience emotions that are more volatile.
They feel higher highs and lower lows, and these
peaks and valleys begin to impact their lives.”
Remember, you aren’t crazy for feeling the way
you feel. It’s all about how you choose to execute
that feeling: are you gonna control your emotions, or are your emotions gonna control you.
It’s Easier Said Than Done
According to Klynn, “emotional control and
regulation is taking any action that alters the

By Ali Riaz
Staff Writer

intensity of an emotional experience. It doesn’t
mean suppressing or avoiding emotions. With
emotional regulation skills, you can influence
which emotions you have as well as how you
express them.” Honestly, I’m starting to learn
and believe that it takes a lifetime to understand,
cultivate, and regulate emotions. This isn’t something that you can conquer overnight. I believe
that if more people heard this and learned to give
themselves time and patience, there would be
less intense emotions in this world.
A bad day, doesn’t mean a bad life
You can’t let one bad day define your whole life.
Another thing to keep in mind is that moods and
emotions are two completely different things.
According to “Emotional Regulation: What is it
and Why is it Important?,” “emotions are easier
to regulate than moods because they are directed
at something specific and they don’t last as long.
It only takes our brains about a half a second
to identify an emotional trigger and release
the chemicals that form an emotional reaction.
Moods, on the other hand, are influenced by a
collection of inputs in addition to outside factors
such as the environment (weather, people), physiology (diet, exercise, sleep, sickness), thinking
( where attention is focused), and of course by
current emotions as well. While emotions last
seconds or minutes, moods can last for days.”
In the end
We have all fallen short of being able to con-
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trol our emotions. But in the end, what really
matters is that we continue to fight to conquer
our emotions. Remember to stay patient and be
gentle with yourself. Rome wasn’t built in a day.

The Meaning of Life

Although a widely speculated topic throughout history, as young college students, within the
hustle and bustle of New York City, we don’t get
much of a chance to ponder the meaning of life.
For as long as I can remember, the majority of
my thoughts have been about trivial things like
completing assignments, getting good grades,
wondering whether my crush likes me back etc.
Life, for most of us, can be negligently defined as
a constant chain of experiences that may or may
not have an impact on us. This statement, however, is merely a definition, not the meaning.
A conversation I had with a friend is what got
me thinking about what life means. A year ago,
he had hit big with a few successful cryptocurrency investments, and had family members
reaching out to him for financial help. Eventually
it became too big an annoyance for him, and he
started declining requests for help. That led to
a lot of his friends and family being upset, and
created distance between them. Fast forward to
present day, as he sat in front me venting about
feeling lonely and unsatisfied, I could not help
but juxtapose his expressed feelings with those of
a homeless person receiving some loose change.
I wondered how in some cases, a few dollars can
bring about genuine joy, and yet in others, even
a million dollars seem to be insufficient for true
fulfillment. Surely, the meaning of life can’t be as
simple as getting what you want.

To even begin to understand the meaning of
life, one should establish a strong understanding
of their own self. Afterall, the term ‘meaning’
does hold subjective connotations. Our purpose
in life may be unique and different, but one thing
that is naturally common amongst humans is
the need thereof. That is one of the reasons why
Abraham Maslow put ‘self-actualization’ at the
top of his pyramidal hierarchy of needs, which is
one of the most widely accepted human motivational theories.
Along with knowing your own self, it is also
pivotal to not just understand but accept how
life works, and that there are things we can and
cannot control. I am reminded of how my father
would tell me if I couldn’t do anything about my
problems, then I have none. Most of us spend
a lot of time worrying about things we cannot
change, and that usually becomes a hinderance
in finding the true meaning of life.
Lastly, it is important to know that we do have
a choice. We have all heard how perspective is
really important for happiness, but rarely implement in our lives. It is up to us to decide what
we want our purpose to be, whether to chase
moments of success, long term contentment or a
balance of both. Not to say that one is better than
the other but that the choice is there, and could
be made more consciously.
Ultimately, the question “What is the meaning
of life?” is flawed in its approach. It eliminates
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the possibility of human experiential variation
and generalizes motivation greatly. We must
understand the role of ‘free will’ in finding the
meaning of life, and acknowledge that the answer may not be the same for everyone. And so,
it is not important what the meaning the life is,
but rather what you want your life to mean.
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Commencement Toward The End
By Gaby Pinewood
Production Editor

The day is quickly approaching:
The one that many eagerly await,
And I feel strange about.
Within these four years full
Of years i’ve missed,
I’ve seen a blend of joy and emptiness,
Happiness and separation,
The beginning of an opportunity
And the death of that dream.
Was it enough or too littleThat seemingly endless struggle
Is ending, but have our heads been
Kept down for so long writing, reading, studying?
Learning?
Have I learned about myself or have those
Opportunities laid waste on a shelf?

Has the initial dream died after this time?
In disappointment we forget
The reason for this accomplishment.
Among the rejection, reflection, and rare
Moments of true passion,
Maelstrom of true confusion,
The dream transforms to stale, lost memory.
Dear children no longer,
The children at heart:
Is that same spirit still there?
Is this what you want to do?
Some answers maybe be stored
From time before
For us to choose…
Photograph of the subway station by
New York Tech Campus by Gaby Pinewood.

Author’s Note: My Thoughts on Graduating
By Gaby Pinewood
Production Editor
Many of the staff at the Manhattan Globe
are graduating in less than two months. This
is a confusing time for many of us but not in
a negative sense but rather because these four
years have had a pretty structured format. Yet,
many things that we had planned or wanted to
pursue have probably dissolved or changed due
to many situations such as in this era of COVID.
It has been a very strange era full of structure
and the lack of it.
Some may feel that these years have been completely unfair, depressing, or anxiety-inducing
but also the best time for self discovery and time
alone. While we’re probably conflicted, these
feelings of sadness and feelings of happiness are
not one or the other. It can coexist and we must
allow it to.
Since a little before the beginning of my
senior year, fall 2021, I felt that I could see no
future for myself. It was such a terrifying feeling but it’s because of the many fears I learned
through this experience as well as the fears of
adulthood. Because of COVID, I missed years of
vital on-campus learning. The pandemic started when I was a sophomore and I returned to
campus as a senior. However, I did a lot of self
reflection in the moments I wasn’t curled up in a
ball of fear. I learned some fine art like drawing
and painting and decided to take another minor
in literature. This was different from what I
planned to study even from what I had in mind
before college. This definitely was the only opportunity I had to study these things because in

the intensely detailed four year schedule I had
made for myself, I had other courses of study
planned.
Yet, besides this wonderful learning experience, there’s still some regret and deep sadness
within me. I found myself without the same
passion for the area of study that I fought so
desperately to study. This isn’t just me as some
have told me that the spark within is dead.
Whether it be the reality that has set in, the
exhaustion from the extremely rigorous study,
or the environment of this unprecedented era,
some of us wonder why we chose a certain
path. While we have matured a lot since the
fresh out of high school students we were, does
our former self have the answers we’re looking
for? As children we have so much hope and
ambitions that eventually die. While life may
not be as forgiving as we hope it would, there’s
so much we need to create for ourselves.
While I’m terrified of life after graduation,
I’m excited in a weird way for what this new
year will bring. There’s so much I wish I could
learn about but my conclusion now is to wait a
while before I start head on again towards the
career I was so passionate about.
Graduating at this time seems so much more
special because of all the additional hardship
that has emerged. No matter where we are in
our plans and academic careers, we are still
victorious! So while this may be a time of
disappointment, remember this isn’t the end.
While I can’t see a future, it’s because I want

something different than what these years have
been. We’ve been navigating through very new
territory and life after graduation is going to be
different, so let us embrace those emotions and
fears that we may have because in that conflict
and unraveling, we may find the hope and clarity we’re looking for. You are not alone!
My Current Photo Series
Since the beginning of last semester, I’ve
taken pictures of almost all the places I’ve seen
the screening stickers. Honestly, it’s such a
heartwarming feeling to see the stickers and
I’m usually very sad to see stickers removed.
Although I’ve gotten some great pictures, I find
it difficult to do because it feels so awkward to
take photos surrounded by everyone. Because
of this, I have some photos where the framing
is all weird and it feels unusable. Regardless, I
will try to finish up this series.
What I love about this is that these stickers
are usually grouped together but the people
who have placed them there probably don’t
know each other. It’s such a beautiful representation of unity. It may feel ridiculous but
it truly isn’t. Before I enter the NYIT doors,
I already know I’m home signaled from the
trail of stickers before receiving the sticker in
1855. This will probably be the only time we’ll
be getting these stickers and future students
may never have to experience this so I suggest
creating something with your sticker. You may
not feel like you’re an artist but we all have
emotions that can be expressed. Figure out a
way and go for it!
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Success, What Is It, Really?

By definition, success is “the accomplishment of an aim or purpose” - but
what is one’s aim or purpose? Is success
about the milestones in one’s life: get
a degree; get a stable job; when we get
married, have children? Is it about being happy and content with yourself or
anything else related to the emotional
side of a human being?
For some, success means money, fame, or a
life with no worries. It’s all about the opportunities and fortune. For others, the definition comes
down to the happiness and beauty of life.
What is what everyone thinks about when
they hear the word success? We asked students
around the NYIT Manhattan campus and got
their insights on this matter.
What IS success for a NYIT student?
“Success is when you become and transform
into the best version of yourself. It’s when you
satisfy your uppermost potential. When you are
paid back for the amount of work you put in and
when the amount of love you give is reciprocated.” This was the answer Ramses, a biotechnology junior, gave us when we asked him what first
comes to his mind when he hears the word success. With that answer, Ramses brought together
both the emotional and professional side of the
word, beautifully tangling them together and
creating what one would call the perfect definition. “Success is accomplishment on all levels.”
Hard work is another distinct outline for accomplishments in Ramses’ view. He agrees that when

you’re young, success
is definitely measured professionally.
For Octavia, a
business administration junior, success
indicates having no
worries for tomorrow with “having
everything you wish
for and being able
to get to the highest professional level you think
you can reach.” In her mind, the word feels more
connected to the professional level, rather than
the emotional one. However, she acknowledges
that emotional success exists as well, it’s just that
the word has a more executive connotation for
her. Achievements in her professional life bring
her peace and happiness, and that is just as successful as anything else.
Last, but not least, we also asked Natalia, a
communications and media production sophomore, what her view on success is. Different from
the answers we’ve gotten so far, Natalia’s first
thought makes her introspect back to her life:
“When I hear the word success I immediately
think about how that word can apply to my life. I
try to be successful in every way of my life, both
professional and personal.” Success doesn’t have
to be something big (“big” in the sense of holding a tremendous importance to the world). The
road to achieving our goals starts with baby steps
for each and every one of us. Success is, in fact,
about us, not the rest of the world. Sometimes
it’s the little things we do to make us feel better

that feel the most successful, and for Natalia
that is reaching the goals she sets for herself: “I
try to reach new goals and skills in my personal
life such as fitness goals.” When it comes to her
professional life, Natalia always tries to “keep a
good reputation and do better each shift.” One
other thing that comes to her mind whenever she
hears the word success is her education: “I think
I can show I’ve been successful through milestones such as good grades or even just completing assignments.” Once again we can clearly see
how different this definition of success applies
to everyone and Natalia agrees with our view
on that. “The word successful can be applied to
so many things and it doesn’t have to be any big
accomplishment.”
Now you might want to start and think about
what that definition means to you. Hopefully,
our views here helped you better understand
that success is
different for
everyone. You
don’t always
have to fit into
a categorized
definition of
success or feel
like the rest
of the world’s
success needs
to be yours as well. You’re good as you are, and
your own definition of success is what matters
the most.
Images created by Flavia Banu.

Is TikTok The Golden Gate to Fame?
By Trevon Colbert
Staff Writer
Lauren Bacall once said, “Stardom isn’t a
profession; it’s an accident.” We’ve all dreamt of
a life of fame at some point in our lives, or even
just wondered what life would be like if we were
famous at least once in our lives. But how does
one become famous? We look up to singers and
actors in particular when we think of fame in its
most general form and that of course branches
out into a plethora of other occupations. Nowadays, we also consider YouTubers, streamers, and
other content creators as holders of fame. Well as
Lauren Bacall says, fame, or in her words “stardom,” isn’t a profession. You can’t just apply to be
famous. It is something that happens by accident
and for some, it happens through years and years
of hard work. However, we are in a day and age
of technology and a blooming youth with a high
potential of creating a quite progressive world.
It’s been seen quite often that these “accidents”
are beginning to happen on a weekly basis, maybe even quicker than that nowadays, with the rise
of the ever so popular app TikTok. In the past
few years, we have witnessed TikTok become a
major importance in our society at such a large
scale with numerous overnight sensations being
created and developed on this app. Many regular
people become instantly and unexpectedly viral

and this success has even happened to current
NYIT students. Two students were interviewed
about their experiences on arguably the most
popular app and their views on this kind of
fame.
Ethan Diaz (@ethandiaz on TikTok) is no
newbie to content creation and has been perfecting his craft for a couple of years now alongside
attending college. Ethan has done well in cultivating his online presence and has managed to
accumulate around 220,100 followers and about
12.6 million likes throughout the hundreds of
videos he uploads to TikTok.

When asked if TikTok can be considered a
golden gate to fame, Ethan responded promptly
that he thinks “TikTok is a platform that cre-

ators and businesses should prioritize in order
to get more people seeing their content. Fame
or not, TikTok is constantly pushing out content
that is pleasing to the eye and engaging, much
more than Instagram or YouTube. While it was
way easier to become “famous” with TikTok two
years ago, it’s still very much a gateway to get
more people seeing your content than competing
platforms.” Continuing to talk about his potential future on TikTok, he noted, “I see myself
still making some form of TikTok content in the
future for the sole purpose of growth in a creator
or business. Whether it’s me or a business client,
my goal is to steadily grow an engaged audience/
community that will be beneficial in the long
term game. I think it’s important to develop your
brand and not just hop on trends, because once
your share of fame is over, you’re going to have
an audience who followed you for a trend and
not for who you are. Steering back to the question, is reaching a top level of fame my goal? No.
Rather I think slowly building a strong community is my goal. 100k followers averaging 10k
likes, a post with an engaged community is much
more valuable than 1m followers averaging 10k
likes, a post with no engagement.”
Curious about his thoughts on fellow content
creators blowing up in an instant, he responded, “People keep blowing up on TikTok because
Continued on Page 6
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TikTok gives the opportunity to those who use
the app. That’s it. TikTok has grown so much
in the past couple of years and is still continuing to grow. The way TikTok pushes small
accounts out to more TikTok users compared
to other platforms is insane. People just need
to post, because one TikTok can change someone’s life.” Lastly, Ethan’s general thoughts
on TikTok as a whole were asked in which
he kindly remarked, “TikTok is 100% a good
platform. Depending on the reason for use, it
may be different from others. Using TikTok
as a platform to grow your business/grow as a
creator is great because it will bring so many
opportunities your way. Something bad I
see on this platform is addiction. Constantly scrolling or being obsessed with numbers
when you grow can definitely take a toll on
someone’s mental health. But all social media
platforms are like that, right?”
Though Jordan Williams (otherwise known
as @anjerisu on TikTok) has only recently begun his casual venture in uploading content to
TikTok, he has already earned a pretty notable
amount of views and followers. Within only
a week and uploading 4 short videos, he has
not only obtained 1.1 thousand followers, but
also an impressive 357,174 views and 106,800

Volume 6, Issue 4						

thousand likes. These numbers are all
still growing as we speak.
Diving into the short interview,
he was asked if he thought TikTok
could be considered a golden gate to
fame and responded, “Yes. I think it
can most definitely be a gateway to
fame depending on what it is you do. I
think it’s important to note that getting famous on TikTok tends to come
from trends so depending on what
you wanna do it’d be best not to stay
too wrapped in TikTok and try to use it as a way
to get our name out there for other platforms
as well.” Regarding what Jordan’s plans for his
TikTok future were going to be, he stated, “I see
myself continuing to make TikToks but I don’t
think I have any set goal other than to use it as
editing practice. It was cool that a video of mine
blew up but that doesn’t automatically make me
TikTok famous. I think if I start getting enough
views and followers then I’ll start considering
reaching top-level fame but for now, I’m just
practicing.” After humbly responding, he continued, “I think a lot of the people who have blown
up on TikTok were either trendsetters, really
lucky, or very talented. The common thing that
helps people continue to be famous is stay-
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ing consistent in making content. Honestly
though sometimes people have gotten lucky
enough to have one video blow up enough
to the point where everyone knows them for
that one thing. Overall, I do think TikTok is
a good platform. It’s a great place to either
showcase what you can do or just be entertained by others. It’s kinda like YouTube but
for people with shorter attention spans since
the videos are short lol.”
We thank Jordan Williams and Ethan Diaz
for taking the time to answer our questions
and also congratulate them on their recent
success and hope for nothing but the best in
their future endeavors.

David vs. Goliath:
DC’s 2022 Comeback with The Batman
By Katie Collan
Staff Writer
In the ongoing rivalry between Marvel and
DC Comics, there has been a clear consensus
among the fanbase that DC creates the superior video games, but Marvel stomps them in
the film industry. Ever since the release of Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, followed by
a failed attempt to fix the disaster of a movie
with the original Suicide Squad, DC is struggling to find the praise that they once received
with The Dark Knight.
It is no surprise that, when Ranker asked
fans to vote on their favorite DC movies of
all time, Christopher Nolan’s 2008 The Dark
Knight won the poll by a landslide. Even less
surprising: more than half of the top 20 movies are dedicated to Batman, feature Batman
as a main character, or contain his popular
villainous rival The Joker.
The only Batman movie that has received
an indescribable amount of hate is also the
film that drove DC Comics into the ground:
Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice. Directed by Zack Snyder, an infamous name in
the film industry, Batman v Superman managed to score a 29% on the Rotten Tomatoes
tomatometer.
Dave Schilling, a writer for The Guardian,
said in his article listing the many things
wrong with the film: “Like a big, wet glob of
fetid bird droppings tumbling down from
the sky, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
has landed with an audible splat … How bad
could it be? Well, it turns out, pretty bad.” He
couldn’t have said it better; there is no other

way to describe Batman v Superman without
figuratively comparing it to avian excrement.
With that being said, what does this have to
do with DC’s film production for 2022?
Matt Reeves’ The Batman has just come out
in theaters this month, starring Robert Pattinson as the Dark Knight himself. Without any
spoilers for what happens in the film, there are
two things to be noted: for a three-hour feature,
the film flies by with the expert pacing, and
Pattison’s previous vampire roles in Twilight
must have surely prepared him for the dark
and brooding personality that encapsulates his
image of Bruce Wayne. For an anticipated DC
film of the year, it not only met expectations, but
exceeded them as well.
That’s not all: DC is releasing four other films
for the year, including DC’s League of Super-Pets, Black Adam, The Flash, and Aquaman
and the Lost Kingdom. Screen Rant, an organization dedicated to film and television news,
points out the variety in DC movies for 2022
compared to Marvel movies.
While Marvel is set to reveal Thor: Love and
Thunder, Black Panther: Wakanda, and most
importantly Doctor Strange in the Multiverse
of Madness, are all sequels to previous Marvel
movies, which means that there will likely be no
new important heroes introduced. Although the
new Doctor Strange will be giving The Batman
a worthy opponent for the best superhero movie
of the year, with the new Thor close behind depending on the execution, they are still sequels.
As Screen Rant puts it, “There are expectations from fans for them.” They have more
important matters besides giving unique and
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refreshing content to the audience, which DC
Comics has the upper hand in. They failed to
mention anything about the upcoming movie
Morbius, directed by Daniel Espinosa and starring Jared Leto. An antihero may be just what
Marvel needs to get back on top of the film race.
Overall, 2022 looks to be a promising and exciting year for fans, regardless of who comes out
on top of the rivalry. Whether it’s Marvel or DC,
we can appreciate the masterpieces of films that
are created in our lifetimes, and pray for our dear
lives that an atrocity like Batman v Superman
will never be born again.
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Comparitive Articles : Social Media
Social Media’s Impact on College Students
By Jordan Williams
Staff Writer
In this day and age, it is clear that almost
anyone with a phone, computer, tablet, etc. has
used some form of social media. Because of
this, it’s important to note that with so much
usage of social media there are bound to be
both positive and negative effects on users. In
this case, I’m interested in figuring out how
social media affects college students.
For me personally, social media has impacted
me in a number of ways. For example, I almost
never watch television anymore so I only get
my news from apps like Twitter and YouTube.
And since social media can be personalized,
I truly only get news on things I care about as
well as the important events happening around
the world. I, along with many other college
students, use apps like TikTok to keep ourselves entertained during the day. While all this
may sound just fine, there are concerns that
many students may be utilizing social media
too much, oftentimes unknowingly absorbing
hurtful or harmful content. I’ve heard similar
stories from many students who try to use YouTube and TikTok to fall asleep which consequently leads them to stay up for hours and get
no sleep. There’s also the issue of social media
making people feel invincible due to the fact
that individuals can’t see each other face to face.
Students sometimes take this as an opportunity to argue and say whatever they want which
leads to bad social habits.
I asked a couple of college students about how
social media may be impacting them to see if
there might be a general consensus or common
trends. I asked them how they felt social media
impacted them, if they thought they used social

By Gia D’Amato
Staff Writer

media too much, and if there have been times
where they regretted using social media.
Trevon Colbert, an NYIT junior, said, “Social
media has impacted [me] maybe both positively and negatively. There are times where it has
kept me entertained and been useful in regards
to keeping up with friends/relatives, as well as
helped confidence boost me; but at times have
negatively impacted me as well such as displaying sensitive content and/or things that are
too personal to me? I think I use social media
too much as a regular person, but also not
enough in regards to my presence as a content
creator on social media. It’s been a struggle to
balance out the two. Times I regretted using
it- probably on some days when I’m not in the
greatest of moods but decide to go on social
media, particularly TikTok before I go to sleep
and instead of providing me with a quick laugh
like I’m used to or expect, I get hit with videos
that resonate to close to things happening in
my life which both leaves me weirded out a bit
but also annoyed from being reminded of the
event or certain topic.”
Hector Enriquez, a senior at NYIT, responded
by saying, “Social media has impacted my life
in a very dramatic way. In good ways, I am
actively keeping up with the things my friends
are up to and sending each other funny pictures. In my opinion, social media has impacted my life positively, a lot of the content that
I consume really helps with the things I care
about. One example of this is gym exercises
and general health advice. On the other hand
though it has kinda forced me to become part
of the social media circle and I do see myself
caring about how I look in pictures and what
I’m showing people. I do think I do use it too
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much though, I often find myself scrolling [on]
TikTok past one hour and sometimes a bit more
on days that I feel very lazy which can really affect my sleeping schedule. The only times I mainly regret using social media is at night because I
tend to struggle to fall asleep and if I get hooked
with a couple of posts, I end up scrolling until I
actually feel tired.”
Erick Soliz, a junior at NYIT, had a bit of
a different response stating, “I don’t think it has
affected me a lot. I can’t really think of any habits
or things I do or ideals that were caused/influenced by social media. I’d say no cause. There are
days I don’t even go on them at all and I usually
just hop on for a few minutes at a time. If anything I feel I should be using it more to connect
with others to help my career.”
It’s clear that social media has different impacts
on different students. Some use social media
more than they should while others find themselves out of the loop because of how little they
use it. Regardless, the negative and positive effects are still there and it’s important for students
to be wary of how they use social media so they
can experience more positives than negatives.

The Reality Of A Virtual Life:
The Negativities of Social Media

Social media has produced many benefits in society, especially for businesses. However, for the
individual, it has led to many negatives as well.
Social media has been a detriment to many
teens’ mental health for the primary reason that
it does not always reflect reality.
For example, in 2017, Time Magazine revealed
the worst social media applications for mental
health. Instagram was named the worst, likely
because it showcases an artificial and edited
reality. According to a survey of 1500 teens and
young adults, Instagram negates wellbeing.
These surveyors did say that Instagram increased personal self-expression and self-identification, but it also led to high levels of anxiety, depression, bullying, and FOMO.
Five social networks were surveyed, in which
YouTube ranked number one for health and
well-being; Twitter second; then Facebook and

Snapchat with Instagram being last. YouTube
received high praise for access to healthy
content such as meditation and inspirational
videos. However, watching too many YouTube
videos or being on social media in general
leads to higher bouts of depression.
It was revealed that young people who spend
more than 2 hours a day on social media in
general experience high levels of psychological
damage. Many become inclined to live their
life on Instagram but it does not always match
reality. It almost becomes a game of fakeness
because you want to impress others on Instagram but it is not always authentic. This leads
to people comparing themselves with others,
including followers count and overall, this is
not healthy to do. This can lead to feelings of
inadequacy and low self-esteem. Considering
that Instagram centers on photos (compared

to Facebook and Twitter which also blends
characters and words), the survey revealed that
the platform received the worst scores for body
image and anxiety. One survey respondent said,
“Instagram easily makes girls and women feel as
if their bodies aren’t good enough as people add
filters and edit their pictures in order for them
to look perfect.”
As a society we need to do better to negate the
effects of social media. Detaching ourselves
from this harmful virtual life from time to time
will help benefit ourselves by sparing us the
pain of comparison and false perspective of “not
being good enough.” Social media will continue
to be the highlight of many of our lives but it is
necessary to learn how to navigate through this
reality of a virtual life so that society will not get
hit by these negativities.
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Everything Doesn’t Have to be Stereotyped
By Cornelia Winesberry
Staff Writer

If you’re an avid TV or film viewer, you may
or may not have begun to notice a couple patterns that the film industry portrays for African-Americans and other people of color. Just to
lay the groundwork for what I’m trying to say,
here are a few of the stereotypes that are usually
used for African-Americans and the shows that
go with them:

By Angelina Young
Staff Writer

Drug Dealers/Gangsters- Black Lightning
Maids/Caretakers- Little Fires Everywhere
Welfare reliant
Star Athlete- All American
Rapper- Empire
Now that a couple of the main stereotypes
are out of the way, we can now get into what a
non-stereotyped show would look like and a few
examples to back up those claims.
They are financially stable/ Elites.- Our Kinds
of People, Noughts & Crosses
They have commendable jobs- Run The World
They are mentors to the community.
They don’t do drugs.
They don’t live in the projects, but in an affluent neighborhood.- Bel Air (Reboot)

It’s unfortunate that the film industry still
portrays African-Americans in an unsavory

light because they know it sells. They don’t want
to mess up the formula that they’ve built most
of their shows around. So, instead of tearing it
down, they keep the formula rather than pivot
to a more positive light for African-Americans
and other people of color.
Thank God for the showrunners who envision a different kind of show they want for
younger people of color: The type of shows that
present people of color in a positive way. People
of color deserve to be shown what they could be
and what they should aspire to be rather than the
negative of this is who they say we are, and who
we will always be.
Proper representation in the industry matters
for future generations to come.

Get ready with me:
Production Assistant Edition

In the last issue, I talked about how I made it
into the film industry. This time, I will give you
insight on the things you need to know about being a production assistant. Every set is different
and it takes countless people to make the finished product you watch at home. Work days are
usually 12-14 hours but can be longer or shorter
depending on your assigned task.
The day begins the night before because that’s
when you need to prepare for the next day and
get your call sheet. Make sure you check the
weather and have your clothes picked ahead of
time to save time in the morning. The call sheet
is the rundown for the day. You’ll find your in
time, crew call time, crew list, scenes, background actors, location, and other information
for the day.
Your in time is usually earlier than the crew
call time because tasks need to be done before
everyone else’s day starts. The tasks can include
gaffing vans for the crew, getting breakfast orders, landing picture cars, and the list goes on.
It’s essential to always be by your phone because
the Key PA can send the call sheet at midnight,
and your call time can be at 6 am.
Here are your key essentials to pack: phone
charger, portable battery (brick), pens, notepad,
earbuds, walkie surveillance, gum, lighter (even
if you don’t smoke), walkie, multitool
Now knowing your call time and location,
you head to basecamp. Basecamp is where the
campers and breakfast land. You usually walkie
up at the honey wagon unless your Key PA says
otherwise. Always grab a physical call sheet on
set to save for your records. Never pass on breakfast because days are long, and you spend a lot of
it on your feet.
Before I go any further, there are a couple
of PA titles you can have. A set PA is a staffed
everyday PA that production hires for the entire
show or movie. An addl’ set PA is a PA the Key
or AD brings on when they need more help.
Both of these positions do the same thing. You

can expect to do lock-ups
which can be redirecting
pedestrians or closing
down a street for stunts.
Other tasks can include
grabbing orders, echoing
calls, etc.
A BG PA is in charge
of the background actors.
Usually, there are two
background PAs: a runner
and a helper. It’s their job
to make sure all the background goes through hair,
makeup, wardrobe, props,
and scenes on time. At
times, there can be barely
a handful of BG and some
days, hundreds. It’s a lot
of fun but can be stressful.
You also deal with the BG
checks which are called
vouchers. You have to
organize all the paperwork
and make a breakdown for
payroll.
A 1st team PA is in
charge of 1st team. Just like
the BG PA, the 1st team PA
has to make sure the lead
actors are ready for each
scene. You have to know where your actors are
at all times in case the director calls for them.
It’s essential to be aware, quick, and attentive
for this role.
The walkie PA is in charge of the walkies.
They usually have a heavy case called the brick
box where all the walkies and batteries (bricks)
are stored. It’s their job to keep track of every
walkie and battery handed out. They also set up
a charging station for cold bricks (dead batteries).
The paperwork PA is in charge of all the

paperwork for every department on set. They
constantly have their phones going off with people’s in times and out times. They make the call
sheets, submit time cards, verify start paperwork,
and organize everyone’s stuff.
The Key PA is in charge of all the PAs. They
give tasks to everyone for the day. They also hire
addl’ PAs. The Key PA helps shout rolling and
cut on the walkie when the ADs miss it. It’s always good to talk to your Key and make sure you
understand what they want because production
can be confusing a lot of the time.
Continued on Page 9
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The 1st (assistant director) AD is the person
that manages the entire production. They have a
lot on their plate, from making sure a scene gets
completed to staying on schedule for the day.
The 2nd AD assists the 1st AD by carrying out
their orders. They have to update the people that
are in the offices off set about our shooting progress and timing for the day. They have to check
in with catering, HMU (hair & make up), and
wardrobe to make sure they have everything they
need. It’s also their job to get the BG together and
make sure the 1st team is on time for everything.
The 2nd AD will also be the one who generates
and distributes the call sheets.
The 2nd 2nd AD knows everything that’s
happening on set. They know when the cast and
BG are ready and traveling. It’s their job to know
what equipment is on set. They give orders to
the PAs about where and who they need for the
scenes. The 2nd 2nd has (should have) all the
answers the 1st AD will ask for each scene.
There are other PA titles like writers, producers, or directors PA which are more specific on
who they help but it’s pretty straightforward. Every set is different so there can be more ADs and
different titles but this is the general set up.
It’s important to learn the lingo on set (I’ll
include some at the end)! Something I was surprised about was the way people communicate
through set and walkie etiquette. You always say

Volume 6, Issue 4						
“copy” when you understand what was assigned
to you. Never copy if you don’t understand something because then the thing won’t get done and
you’ll get a lot of people mad at you.
Another thing you need to understand is the
production map. Usually your Key PA will send
you a map of where everything is. Sometimes you
can be filming in a huge area and it’s hard to find
everything. Holding is where the background
actors go between scenes (this is their rest area).
Catering is where lunch will be held for the day.
There can be multiple sets in different locations.
It’s important to know where you will report first
so you don’t show up at the wrong location.
When you start your PA job, I emphasize
talking to people because that’s how you make
connections. You will land more jobs and make
great friends! Everything is word of mouth. It
might take a while to get used to shouting/echoing commands but you have to just do it. It’s
also good to figure out what you want to do by
asking questions to different departments so you
don’t get stuck in something you don’t want. If
you have a bad day on set just realize each set is
different.
FILM LINGO:
Crafty: craft service area/person
Points: yell it out when someone is carrying
something that can potentially hit someone (like
a ladder)
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Safety ride: an Uber or Lyft paid by production if you work a certain amount of hours or
start before a certain time (I love this)
Last looks: hair and makeup final touches
before the scene is filmed
Last man: the last person to get food at lunch
that’s crew, that starts the official lunch
Martini: last shot of the day
Pictures up: yell this to alert everyone that
cameras almost set to start rolling
Video village: where the monitors are set up
for the director and other production personnel
Day player: a crew member hired for a day
or certain days not staffed
New Deal: moving onto a new camera setup
for that scene
10/1: means bathroom
What’s your 20?: where are you, what’s your
location
NDB: non deductible break
Bougie: a very difficult pedestrian, someone
that’s disruptive
Abby Singer: the second to last shot of the
day
Check the gate: checking the camera and
if it’s good then they can change the camera
position
Hot brick: a fully charged walkie battery
Wrap: the end of something usually being
done with the day

Not All Treasure is Gold
By Kendell Jordan
Staff Writer

Treasure can consist of a number of precious
metals, gems, or other valuable objects. In life,
most of the time, when we refer to treasure, we
pinpoint gold and diamonds. However, what
if I were to tell you that not all treasure needs
to be these expensive precious metals or gems.
Someone may find that their treasure may not
be some 24k gold diamond earrings. It can be
as simple as a mirror or a picture frame. The
reason for this is because of the final part of the
definition of treasure: “other valuable objects.”
This just shows that anything can be displayed
as “treasure” because it holds some sort of
unique quality within it and that can become
your “gold.” This goes back to the idea of how
a picture frame could be represented as someone’s treasure because it contains a deeper value

within it that becomes its special, priceless
quality. For example, in my case, I have some
items that I could see as treasure but, it’s not
gold. That treasure for me is this set of DogTags. These DogsTags represent different stages
in my life from when I was a young 8-year-old
kid in summer camp to where I am now: a
young adult representing every single one of
these DogTags that I’ve earned growing up. To
me this is my treasure and even though it’s not
as glamorous as precious diamond jewelry, it’s
still a piece of treasure that I will cherish just as
if it were a piece of gold. At the end of the day,
treasure does not have to be a luxury item for
it to be something worthy of cherishing. It can
be something so simple but full of such special
meaning that it can become more valuable than
gold could ever be.
Dog Tags Photographed by Kendell Jordan
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MANHATTAN
GLOBE
EVENT
Where?
1849 Broadway -CAFE at New York Tech
Manhattan Campus

When?
April 19th, 2022
3-6 PM

What?
We are celebrating the Globe and our graduates, with music from Music Reviewer
Cybrieme Hargrove, fun treats, and more.
We hope to see you there!
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AD:
Contact Merit’s Help Team
help@meritpages.com
Contact your school’s team:

WHAT IS
MERIT?

Media Relations
New York Institute of Technology
StudentNews@nyit.edu

Merit is a communications tool
that helps us share your success
stories with you and the people
who matter most!

Your Parents

Every time
we write a

Your High School

story about
you, Merit

Your Government Rep

sends you an
email that is

Your Hometown Media Outlets

then sent to:
We also put these stories and achievements on verified public pages for you
to use and reference for future applications, schooling, and employment!

HOW CAN I USE MERIT?

1

EVERY TIME WE SEND YOU AN
EMAIL YOU CAN SHARE YOUR
MERIT STORY ON SOCIAL MEDIA

AND

2

YOU CAN ADD A PROFILE
PHOTO AND ADDITIONAL
INFO TO YOUR MERIT PAGE

CHECK OUT YOUR MERIT PAGE
LOGIN OR REQUEST A NEW PASSWORD AT: MERITPAGES.COM/LOGIN OR EMAIL HELP@MERITPAGES.COM

www.manhattanglobe.net
NYIT’s Independent Student Newspaper
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A Community
of Curious Humans.
Join the Manhattan Globe.
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