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Synopsis:
Sustainable Megacities: Food, Energy, Water, and the Built Environment

An International Conference co-hosted by NYIT and Peking University

BEIJING, October 20, 2015 — New York Institute of Technology (NYIT) is co-hosted with
Peking University (PKU) an important and timely international conference today in China entitled
Sustainable Megacities: Food, Energy, Water, and the Built Environment, under the U.S.-China,
NYIT-PKU EcoPartnership, a distinguished ongoing relationship maintained by the universities
and their governments.

NYIT is recognized as an early innovator with regards to alternative energy technologies,
sustainable building practices and other sustainable expertise. Faculty have been designing,



patenting, and presenting on these topics for decades, especially through its distinguished School
of Architecture and Design, and School of Engineering and Computing Sciences. To this day,
patents, awards and sustainable designs continue to distinguished NYIT’s applied-research efforts.
The examples are numerous through each decade.

As a leader in 21st-century global education, NYIT has a record of successfully gathering
stakeholders from various disciplines to address current global challenges for more than a decade.
It has been in the forefront of both the creation and dissemination of knowledge internationally
through its many co-sponsored conferences, including its annual energy conference in New York,
now in its second decade, as well as a series of high-profile events in China including the world-
class “Think Green: Education, Energy and Environmental Sustainability” in Nanjing in 2010,
and the acclaimed 2014 “Water Energy Nexus: Sustainability and Global Challenges” also co-
organized with Peking University.

Critical topics affecting megacities all over the world are taking center stage during this
conference including:

* Global Food, Energy, Water (FEW) Challenges and Opportunities in Megacities

* Sustainable Cluster Cities and the Built Environment

*  The Impact of Climate Change on FEW Resources

* Secure Infrastructure in Smart Cities

* FEW Nexus Breakthroughs and Research Frontiers

In his opening remarks, NYIT President Edward Guiliano addressed the many challenges facing
megacities, and also mentioned the crucial role Universities will play in the decades ahead.
“Universities do significant research and development that help solve key problems. NYIT is at
the forefront here, researching hot cities, water supply, solar power, and far more. We will
absolutely need these solutions for megacities.”

Additionally, President Guiliano highlighted the opportunities that cities create as the wealth
factories of the world, noting that they generate 80 percent of its GDP from 3 percent of its
surface. New York, the world’s first megacity and home to two NYIT campuses, has faced many
challenges. But it has created pioneering solutions that other cities can use all over the globe.
President Guiliano states in his remarks, “NYIT is deeply linked to the challenges of urban hyper-
growth. It is a field that should attract some of our brightest students today.”

During an interview, President Guiliano, also mentioned that there are many kinds of cooperation
between NYIT and Chinese universities. Like the joint projects with Beijing University and
Wuhan University, cooperation with NUPT on Engineering and Computer Science and also
partnership with CUC on how Media and Art can be involved with urban planning and city
development.

He added that the challenges cities face today are serious and interlinked. “We need holistic,
interdisciplinary, and cross-cultural ideas. Megacities will also rely on emerging technologies,
such as data analytics.” He added, “Cities succeed because they increase proximity and
information flow, and universities are even better at that, bringing smart, well-informed people
together to address major problems. At this conference we create and share knowledge and ideas,
to help make megacities more sustainable. We are using the greatest virtues of cities to solve some
of their most daunting problems.”



